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Just Among Ourselves 


ALKING about patronizing our own Publishing House and 
T our own literature in last week’s issue, we were reminded 
of the “1925 announcement” made by our Mr. Hermon 
Eldredge, Editor of The Sunday School Herald, on the last page 
of this paper, some weeks ago. We have been wondering if all 
our subscribers read it. Fearing that some may have overlooked 
it, because of its value to all our readers, we again give it be- 
low. Please read carefully. 


1925 ANNOUNCEMENT 


Beginning with 1925 the following features will begin in The Sunday 
School Herald: 

Stories of Grit, by Archer Wallace 

First published in Canada and voted by the Young People as the 
popular and helpful feature of their Sunday-school papers. 

A Summer in Europe, by A. Tenderfoot 

A story of a summer trip in Scotland, England, Holland, Belgium, 
Germany, Switzerland, and France and written to interest young 
people. 

Who’s Who in the Christian Church 

A series of photographs and stories of Who’s Who and What’s What 
in our Church. The men who are our leaders and the things they 
are doing these days. 

Short Stories 

There will always be stories worth reading every week and woven into 
the reading will be the worthwhileness of the story. 

The Christian Church Overseas 

We will continually keep you in touch by story and by pictures with 
our work among a million men and women and little children in 
Japan and Porto Rico. 

You will find these features in no other Sunday-school paper 
printed. If we want to have our boys and girls grow up intelligent 
and loyal members of the Christian Church, we must let them know 
what the Christian Church is, what it stands for, and what it is 
doing in the world. You eannot do this by just buying some story 
paper which has nothing to do with our people and knows and cares 
nothing for our church. 


Now, if you can find a better line-up of material for any 
other Sunday-school paper that will be more interesting and 
helpful for our teen-age boys and girls, young people, and adults, 

ye shall be glad to have you write us of it. If you can prove 
your point, we’ll take off our hat to you and advise you to sub- 
scribe for it at once. If you can not prove your point, then send 
us your subscription for your school at once for The Sunday 
School Herald. Read it over again very carefully, and then think 
upon it. Think of the future of our boys and girls, as well as of 
the present. Think of the future outlook of our Christian 
churches and Sunday-schools. Then ask for guidance in making 
your decision. A. F. CHASE, Circulation Manager. 








Outlook and Uplook 

Throughout the new year there are two 
looks that are vital—The outlook and the 
uplook. Sometimes the outlook makes us 
afraid, but the uplook vill give us cour- 
age. When the outlook is dark and dreary, 
the uplook will reveal a ray of heavenly 
light that will lead us over experiences 
that would make our hearts afraid.—Chris- 
tian Observer. 

oO 


Leonard Bacon, who was one of the best- 
known theologians in New England a half- 
century ago, was attending a conference, 
and some assertions he made in his address 
were vehemently objected to by a member 
of the opposition. “Why,” he expostulated, 
“I never heard of such a thing in all my 
life!” “Mr. Moderator,” rejoined Bacon, 
calmly, “I cannot allow my opponent’s ig- 
norance, however vast, to offset my knowl- 
edge, however small.”—Selected. 


o 
Every hour hath wings, and there is no 
moment passing from us but it flies up to 
the Maker of time, and bears him true tid- 
ings how we have used it—Thomas Adams. 
o 
“It is a good rule to sojourn in every 
place as if you meant to spend your life 


there, never omitting an opportunity of do- 
ing a kindness or making a friend.” 


oO 


The key to success locks the door to ex- 


cess.—Columbia Record. 








Deaths 


Miss Mary A. McReynolds, aged sixty-eight years, 
a resident of Tipton and Howard counties all her 
life, died January 1, 1925, at her home, 635 South 
Unicon Street, Kokomo, Indiana. The deceased ha= 
been in ill health for about two years, but her death 
was hastened by injuries suffered in a fall at her 
home about a month ago. She had since been under 
the influence of opiates much of the time, and while 
her death was not unexpected, it came as a shock 
to a host of relatives and admiring friends. Miss 
McReynolds, familiarly known as Mollie, was born 
cn the McReynolds’ homestead seven miles south- 
west of Kokomo, and was a daughter of Raven and 
Nancy McReynolds. She has five brothers and three 
sisters living; and two brothers, P. W. McReynolds, 
formerly president of Defiance College, and S. W. 
McReynolds, of Kokomo, are dead. Miss McReynolds 
was a members of the Prairieville Christian Church, 
and throughout her life had been active in good 
works. Funeral services were held at the Prairieville 
Christian Church January 4, 1925, Dr. J. S. Puckett, 
of Kokomo, officiating. Her body was laid to rest 
by her father and mother in the Prairieville 
Cemetery. 











Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Harry S. Berry, R. R., Veedersburg, Indiana. 

Ray J. Bissell, South Westerlo, nw. 'Y. 

P. S. Sailer, 1816 New York Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Cc. P. Garman, 477 Naka Shibuya, Tokyo, Japan. 

James L. Foster, Elon College, N. ©. 

Horace G. Halse, Box 192, Wakarusa, Ind. 

J. N. Dales, Lakemont, N. Y. 

A. B. Kendall, 310 N. Plum St., Springfield, Ohio. 

C. O. Spriggs, New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

John N. Ross, 1102 W. 15th St., Muncie, Ind. 

Alonzo A. Thomas, gg ge Mo. 

Alva B. Houseman, R. R. Casstown, Ohio. 

H. D. Cole, 722 Dinette Emporia, Kansas. 

i. & Winn, 907 S. Latentein. Eeheme, Indiana. 
a Buckland, . Ohio. : 

Rowe 0 . Roemer, Finesville, N. J. 








Library. Union Theo. Seminary 
120th St. & Broadway (Fnd) Oct 25 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


Sunday-School Lesson Commentaries, 1925 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 


It has been issued for fifty 
years with ever increasing 
popularity and_ usefulness, 
which fact alone is a wonder- 
ful argument for its value 
and helpfulness. Rich in ma- 
terial, comprehensive in its 
scope, practical in its treat- 
ment; every superintendent, 
teacher, and scholar will find 
in it his own personal re- 
quirements. Marion Lawrance 
voices the sentiments of thou- 
sands when he says: 


“How this standard com- 
mentary has been able to 
maintain itself during all 
these years, growing annually 
stronger and richer, is a 
marvel to the Sunday-school 
world. Personally, I do not 
see how any Sunday-school 
teacher can hope to do his 
best without the rich, full 
helps found in these NOTES.” 

It should be the companion 
of every Sunday-school 
worker. Price, $2.00, postpaid. 


PARAMOUNT BIBLE SCHOOL SUPERINTEND- 
ENT’S POCKET RECORD 


A real companion to any superintendent. Helpful 
hints; Brief History of the Sunday-school; Bible Statis- 
tics; Dates of all Special Sundays and Holidays; Sug- 
gested Order of Service; Condensed Reports; Officers and 
Teachers Record; New Scholars, ete. Price, 60 cents, 
postpaid. 


THE MONDAY CLUB SERMONS 
FOR 1925 

For forty-eight years this annual 
volume has maintained its place as 
a commentary on the International 
Sunday School Lessons that is 
“different.” Its particular value 
lies in its unique analysis of the les- 
son, affording the leaders of adult 
classes in particular a summary 
which is unusual, supplementing all 
other “helps.” Price, postpaid, $2.00. 


TORREY’S GIST OF THE LESSON 


The original Vest Pocket Companion, 
which has had many imitators, but no 
equal. As Marion Lawrance says, 
“Boiled down and pressed, skimmed, 
strained, yet full, generous, helpful.” 
Flexible binding, 40 cents, net. 


Pa 
SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
BOOK 
Practical Expositions of the 
International Sunday-School Les- 
sons of 1925. Improved Uniform 
Series; Topics for Young People 
and Adults. By Reverend James 
H. Snowden. Price, postpaid, 

$1.25. 




















THE SUPERINTENDENT’S HELPER, 1925 
A pocket encyclopedia of Sunday-school methods. It 
contains many valuable helps for the busy superintend- 
ent and is vest-pocket size. Price, 40 cents. 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE 


The previous year’s issues have 
established this commentary in the 
minds of Sunday-school teachers 
and scholars as a most complete and 
useful Sunday-school Commentary. TARBELL’S 
The object is, first and all, to pre- TEACHERS GUIDE 
sent the very best Commentary on j>/! OTHE, a ussos 
the lessons, with every conceivable — 
help that modern science and 
modern methods can render. 














Printed in clear, plain type with 
many handsome Illustrations, Maps, 
Diagrams, etc. Price, postpaid, $2,00, 


ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. 
Home Reading. 3. Lesson Text, 
Golden Text, Practical Truth, 
Topic, and Outline arranged as 
a responsive exercise. 4. Text 
also in American Revision. 5. 
Time. 6. Place. 7. Parallel Ac- 
counts, 8. Comments. 9. Ques- 
tions. 10. Practical Survey. 11. 
Practical Application. 12. Black- 
board Exercise. 13. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 14. The In- 
termediate Class. 15. The Jun- 
iors. 16. The Primary Class. 
17. Maps. 18. Bible Dictionary. 
Price, postpaid, $1.00. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT’S GUIDE 


FOR 1925 


A Pocket Manual for 
Superintendents 


By Dr. Harry Edwards Barton 
NOT A LESSON COMMENTARY 


It is designed to HELP SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS make their’ schools 
better in every way. 


For each month it gives valuable 
suggestions on How to Conduct the 
School, an Order of Service, and 
Hints for the Workers’ Conference. 


_ For each Sunday it gives an Out- 

line for the Desk Lesson, a Prayer, 
a list of appropriate Hymns, and Thoughts for the Super- 
intendent’s Quiet Hour. Special suggestions for Festi- 
vals and Holidays. 


The book will save many a Superintendent from being 
a failure. 


The fifty-two prayers are appreciated by those who 
need that kind of help. 


There are pages for Records and blank pages for 
Notes. 


Bound in imitation leather, in size to fit vest pocket. 
Price, 50 cents. 
STAR SUPERINTENDENT’S POCKET RECORD 
Most anything that any superintendent could want is 


found in this book in compact form. No superintendent 
ought to be without it. Price, postpaid, 85 cents. 


The Christian Publishing Association 


Fifth & Ludlow Sts. 


DAYTON, OHIO 
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N at ; 
ihe 8 Evangelism 


gospel. @] The church that neglects it, spurns it, freezes 

out the spirit of it, or crowds the effort of it into a corner 
is failing in its chief and most distinctive mission as an agent 
of Jesus Christ. @] To make the most of it, we must catch the 
vision of the broad scope of it, make plans for the continued 
flow of it, and have zeal for the universal application of it. 
j The gospel is evangelistic by the very nature of it, and can 
neither be conserved nor restrained. It is ““good news” and so 
must be passed on and on. It is a going, moving, vitalizing 
force, and cannot be restricted without losing the power of it. 
It is the bread from heaven for hungering human souls, and, 
like the manna of old, cannot be hoarded, but can only retain 
its true character by continually falling upon new ears and find- 
ing entrance into new hearts. ] Evangelism is the passion of 
Christ for lost and dying men, and we are invited to share it, 
and to be thrilled and driven by it. Will we accept the invita- 
tion? 


F gore. QT in the highest sense is the very heart of the 











—An Editorial in The Brethren Evangelist. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


We hope that every individual who is 
seriously concerned about the spiritual life 
and power of our own and other churches 
will read the first editorial this week—read 
it thoughtfully and prayerfully through to 
the end, where the spiritual import of our 
present church situation is considered. 


Rev. G. W. Rippey and his people of At- 

‘wood, Illinois, have just enjoyed a great 

series of meetings with twenty-five addi- 
tions. 

Tuscola, Illinois, Rev. Thomas C. House 
pastor, is in the midst of an encouraging 
evangelistic meeting, ten having been re- 
ceived at this writing. 


Greentown, Indiana, Rev. J. J. Beisiegel 
pastor, has just been strengthened by a fine- 
spirited series of meetings in which there 
were eight additions to the church. 

We want to call attention to the nctice 
of ithe Central Christian Convention on page 
23 of this issue. Some one of the strong 
churches of this convention ought immedi- 
ately to respond to this nvtice with an invi- 
tation for the meeting. 

Murlin Heights, Dayton, Rev. Ross Mc- 
Neal pastor, received three into the church 
Sunday, January 18. One of the strong 
points in this field just now is the new 
teachers’ training class, taught by the pas- 
tur, which is Gcing fine foundation work. 

Walnut Hills, Dayton, Rev. A. W. Hirby 
pastor, received three new members a cou- 
ple of Sundays ago, making nine recent ad- 
ditions. The foundation: for their new build- 
ing is completed, the brick is on the ground, 
and they are getting ready to push the work 
again. 

Antioch, Northwestern Indiana Confer- 
ence, has just closed a sixteen days’ meeting 
in which the pastor, Rev. Raymond L. Wig- 
gins, was assisted by Rev. W. H. Zenor. Six- 
teen were received into the church and the 
interest in the whole community greatly 
deepened. 

Bogle Street, Fall River, Massachusetts, 
has just increased the salary of its pastor, 
Rev. Henry Arnold, from $1,600 to $2,000 a 
year. Brother Arnold has rendered faith- 
ful service to this church for the past sev- 
eral years and is steadily forming it into 
one of our strongest points in New England. 

Brother Roy Benham, one of our best song 
leaders and evangelistic helpers, is now as- 
sisting in a three weeks’ meeting at the 
Hartford Street United Brethren Church, 
Dayton, of which Rev. S. E. Rasey is pastor. 
From there he goes to assist Rev. Heber 
O’Hara in his church at Lower Stillwater, 
and we hope that all of his unoccupied time 
after that may quickly be taken. 

Columbus Grove, Northwestern Ohio Con- 
ference, Rev. Peter Wasson pastor, had 
great results from the Kingdom Enlistment 
Week campaign, January 4-11. Rev. J. C. 
DeRemer, of Britton, Michigan, was assist- 


ant evangelist, and Mr. Alferd Shumate, of 
Lima, Ohio, director of music. There were 
112 decisions and additions to the church, 
and still others are expected later. 

The Russellville Church, Southern Ohio 
Conference, Rev. A. J. Bowman pastor, re- 
cently closed a two weeks’ meeting in which 
Rev. Clark A. Denison was the assisting 
evangelist. The attendance was large, 
reaching upwards of five hundred the clos- 
ing evening. There were thirty-eight con- 
versions and thirty-seven accessions; and 
the work was strengthened in many ways. 

Rev. R. L. Raybourn, our pastor at Clem- 
ons, Iowa, is secretary of the young people’s 
division of the County Council of Religious 
Education and just now is busy promoting 
a conference for older boys and girls, Jan- 
uary 30, at Marshalltown. One of the en- 
couraging features of our denominational 
outlook is the manner in which our pastors 
are more and more being relied upon by 
their local communities for leadership in 
interdenominational movements. 

We are very sorry indeed to learn that 
Mrs. J. F. Barnes, of Huntington, Indiana, 
whose husband has for many long years 
been secretary and a leading worker of the 
Eel River Conference and whose son Edgar 
is one of our linotype operators here at The 
Christian Publishing Association, had to un- 
dergo a very severe major operation last 
week in the hospital of that city. But we 
are glad to know that she is passing through 
the ordeal nicely, and we hope her recovery 
will be very speedy and complete. 

Our readers will be peculiarly touched to 
know that the home of our beloved Dean 
Enders, of Defiance, has been called upon 
to pass through great distress and anxiety 
again. On January 14, Mrs. Enders passed 
through the fourth major operation which 
she has suffered, this being the second one 
within less than a year. For a while she 
was in a very critical condition, but we trust 
by this time that she is on the highway to 
recovery and the hearts of her family and 
many friends rejoicing at the outlook for 
permanent health. 

Irvington, New Jersey, Rev. W. H. Hain- 
er pastor, has just made a new record in 
Kingdom Enlistment work, having had 177 
decisions and having received 140 into the 
church Sunday, January 18, as the result of 
the Kingdom Enlistment Week effort in 
which Executive Secretary Howsare assist- 
ed. Other members will be received later. 
Every one there is more than enthusiastic 
over the work. From there Brother How- 
sare went to Milford, New Jersey, to as- 
sist Rev. J. E. Epright and his church, and 
he is now at New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
helping Brother Herbert M. Hainer to car- 
ry out the plan there. 

Riverdale, Dayton, Rev. Edwin B. Flory 
pastor, is anticipating a great celebration 
of the first anniversary of the organization 
of the church, the first Sunday in February. 





JANUARY 29, 1925 


President F. G. Coffin will preach at 10: 45, 
and Dr. J. F. Burnett will deliver the ser- 
mon at 2:30. A basket dinner will be 
served, and a special invitation is given to 
the churches and friends of Miami Ohio 
Conference. The church has made an en- 
viable record from the first. After a few 
brief months’ work, it was organized with 
149 charter members. Its present mem- 
bership totals 265, and the Sunday-school 
has an enrollment of 365. Another addition 
is just being completed, of which an ac- 
count will be found in the Field News this 
week. 

Rev. W. Rollo Boehringer, pastor at Enon, 
Ohio, surely has the makings of an editor. 
We have been permitted to see the second 
issue of Beacon Light, a monthly bulletin of 
fourteen pages and cover, which he is print- 
ing himself on a multigrapher. It is type- 
writer work with a number of illustrations 
and drawings by hand, and is by all odds 
the most elaborate undertaking of the kind 
which we have ever seen. His people cer- 
tainly ought highly to appreciate the great 
amount of painstaking work which he and 
Mrs. Boehringer are putting into this 
church bulletin, and we hope that it will be 
an instrument of great good for the church 
and community. 

About the time this issue reaches its 
readers some two score members of the 
Christian Church—laymen, pastors, and offi- 
cials—will be participating in the great 
missionary convention being held at Wash- 
ington, perhaps the greatest of its kind 
that has ever assembled on this continent. 
We are sure that the inspiration which they 
receive there will shoot our Church through 
and through with new missionary spirit and 
vitality; and every church which has made 
it possible for its pastor to attend and every 
church or organization which has sent other 
delegates, should feel proud of the part 
which it has had in this great work. Brother 
Hermon Eldredge has promised to report 
the convention for The Herald and others 
will write accounts of it also—so that read- 
ers of The Herald will have at least a taste 
cof its good things. 

The Mission Department has prepared 
and is sending out one of the finest series 
of mission leaflets which has ever come out. 
from that office. They will be a tremendous 
power to help increase the interest in mis- 
sions and prepare the people for the foreign 
mission offering in any church in which the 
pastor will take the trouble properly to use 
them. An ever increasing number of our 
successful pastors are making use of such 
literature and are following the mission 
school idea suggested by the mission office. 
The people greatly appreciate such work. 
The mission office is more than glad to fur- 
nish the helps and the literature free. And 
the present emergency places almost, if not. 
quite, an ethical obligation upon every pas- 
tor to make every possible use of such meth- 
ods in getting ready for the mission offering. 
Write to Secretary Minton immediately and 
tell him he can count on you. 
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We Dare Not Retreat 


a statement from Foreign Mission Secretary Minton 
which is of such grave importance that it should 
have received the most prayerful consideration of every 
pastor and every layman who is really interested in the 


To weeks ago we published as our leading editorial 


work of the Kingdom and especially in the future of the 


Christian denomination. That it has not called out a far- 
flung and burning response can be only because they have 
overlooked the editorial or else have not grasped all that 
is at stake in the serious situation which now confronts 
our church. Particularly do we believe that they have 
failed to see its spiritual import. 


N planning for the enlargement of the work in Japan 
| and Porto Rico during the past few years, our Mission 
Board has done just exactly what the church at large 
wanted it todo. There is no real Christian anywhere who 
would be content for the work of the Master to stand 
still and not grow. Every one knows that this would 
mean spiritual stagnation and in the end the ruin of all 
of our work, both at home and abroad. Unless there can 
be some growth in the foreign work, unless we can send 
out the young men and young women who are willing to 
give their lives on the foreign field, we might just as well 
give up our foreign work altogether—and that means the 
beginning of the end for our denomination. So our board 
has gradually but slowly increased the work. For years 
the gifts of our churches and people have been increasing, 
and so the board felt warranted in planning enlargements 
in the fields. But now it is face to face with a most crit- 
ical situation. For the past two years our givers have 
not been furnishing sufficient money to run our mission 
activities on their present basis, and a debt of $11,305.69 
has already accumulated. At the last session the board 
pared down its appropriations to the quick, cutting here 
and there just as much as it dared to do not to ruin the 
work. But there has been a steady falling off in receipts 
and the debt has increased rather than decreased. There 
are only two alternatives. Either churches and individu- 
als must quickly spring into the gap with generous gifts 
or the board will have to begin retrenchment on the field. 
This latter ought to be entirely out of the question. To 
close preaching points, to discharge loyal and faithful na- 
tive workers, and even to call home some of our mission- 
aries, and give up all that we have gained, would be so 
disastrous that the Christian denomination simply dare 
not do it if it expects to live. One can hardly imagine 
the utter discouragement and paralysis which would come 
to our foreign field if the board has to send our mission- 


aries an order for such retreat. The morale of our work- 
ers would be shot to pieces. The confidence which they 
have had in the Christian denomination, that it would give 
the money if they would give their lives to this work, 
would be betrayed. And both the spiritual and physical 
equipment would be so impoverished that the work of 
years might be lost in a few weeks. Our church and the 
Kingdom must not be permitted to suffer disaster. And 
The Herald has faith enough in the generous men and 
women in our churches who have money to believe that 
they will not permit it. Yea, The Herald has faith enough 
in our generous men and women who have little money to 
believe that they will make such keen personal sacrifices 
in an emergency like this that retrenchment will be un- 
necessary. 


. the emergency confronting the Christian Church 
is larger than just that of the foreign mission field. 
Christendom is now suffering from a wide-extended re- 
trogression in financial giving. Other denominations have 
already felt this falling off in gifts far more than have we. 
The great Methodist churches, North and South, are the 
most conspicuous, the foreign debt of the former amount- 
ing to more than $3,000,000 and that of the latter to 
nearly $1,000,000—and both of them driven to the neces- 
sity of making great retrenchments in their foreign work. 
Several other denominations are suffering in a similar 
way. Many local churches in our own and other denomi- 
nations have fallen off fifty percent or more in the last 
year in their mission gifts and other benevolences. Writ- 
ers have pointed out the fact that there is a very acute and 
perilous “ebb tide in Christian giving.” Our own denomi- 
nation has been caught in this ebb tide and is going to 
suffer great injury thereby if our pastors and our laymen 
are not quickly aroused to the seriousness of the situation. 
Our home mission receipts have steadily declined this year 
compared with the preceding year. Appropriations have 
been cut to the danger point and still the receipts are far 
below even these reduced appropriations, so that there is a 
debt of $9,315.33 now in our home mission fund. Some 
of the other departments of our general work are suffer- 
ing in like manner from this ebb tide in giving, and the 
most serious consequences stare our denomination in the 
face unless this falling off of gifts is immediately checked. 
Debts must not be permitted to pile up, and the boards 
will not allow them to do so. But it will be even more dis- 
astrous to the future of our denomination to discharge 
workers and to call missionaries home and cut down activ- 
ities. It will mean spiritual enervation as well as financial 
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weakness and impoverishment in the future. And we 


dare not allow that! 


HE whole situation links itself up inextricably with 

the spiritual] life and power of our churches. It is ut- 
ter folly for us to try to deceive ourselves upon this point. 
The ebb tide in giving is a sure indication of an ebb tide 
in spiritual intensity. When any church anywhere be- 
gins to cut down the ratio of its benevolences to its other 
funds, and when any church anywhere begins to fall off 
in the amount of its missionary and other benevolent giv- 
ing, something is vitally wrong with its spiritual health. 
And yet many churches in our own and other denomina- 
tions are doing this, and neither they nor their pastors 
seem to sense what a significant symptom it is of spirit- 
ual deterioration. It is this which The Herald has in 
mind in this present situation, even more than the threat- 
ened retrenchments in our mission work. If this falling 


off in gifts continues unheeded by our pastors and church- - 


es, if they go on unconcerned that they are falling down 
on their missionary and other offerings, it will inevitably 
mean even graver disaster to those local churches than 
it will to the mission fields themselves. There can be no 
mistake whatever on that point. God never has permit- 
ted and God never will permit either individual Chris- 
tians or churches to grow less generous in spirit or less 
willing to give than they formerly have been, without 
withdrawing from them something of his spirit and his 
power. There is no law of Christian life more inexor- 
able than that. The very moment that any individual 
Christian begins to go back on his former spirit of self- 
sacrifice and glad giving, that very moment he begins to 
lose out spiritually and to count less for God. And that 
very moment he begins also to find less joy in God and 
Christian life than he did have in them. And this iden- 
tical law holds good with churches also. The very mo- 


The Trend 


Our Lynching Record Improves 

Every Christian heart in America ought to take great satisfac- 
tion in the improvement made in our lynching record dur- 
ing 1924, though it is still bad enough to humble our pride. Ac- 
cording to the Department of Records and Research of the Tuske- 
gee Institute, which year after year has kept a careful account 
of lynchings, there were sixteen persons lynched in the year just 
past. This is the smallest number in any year for which records 
have been made. It is only half as many as the thirty-three for 
1928, and only two-sevenths as many as the fifty-seven for the 
year 1922. Nine of the persons lynched were taken from the hands 
of the law, six from jails, and three from officers of the law out- 
side of jails. Of the sixteen persons lynched, all were Negroes. 
The offenses charged were: Murder, 1; rape, 5; attempted rape, 2; 
killing officer of the law, 2; insulting women, 3; attacking women, 
1; killing man in altercation, 1; wounding man, 1. 


One of the most encouraging phases of the whole matter is the 
fact that there were forty-five instances in which officers of the 
law prevented lynching. Eight of these were in northern States, 
and thirty-seven in southern. This is exceedingly encouraging 
as it denotes an awakened conscience and a new standard of 
honor, especially in the Southland where the greater proportion 
of our lynchings has always taken place and where all of them 
occurred this year. In thirty-six cases the prisoners were removed 
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ment any church begins to lose its spirit of glad giving 
and of keen sacrifice for missionary and other benevo- 
lences, that very moment it begins to lose something of 
the thrill and joy of spiritual life and its power begins 
to go from it. Or we may put it vice versa, and say that 
the moment that an individual Christian or a church be- 
gins to lose its spirituality it begins to lose its spirit of 
sacrifice and its joy in Christian living and giving. For 
the two are one and inseparable, and it is usually impos- 
sible to distinguish which comes first and which causes 
the other. But the significant thing is that the one in- 
variably accompanies the other. Now while we are not 
always able to measure the exact state of our own spiritu- 
ality or that of a church, we can keep book financially 
upon our spirit of giving and our glad readiness for keen 
sacrifice. And if this spirit and this readiness are dimin- 
ishing, we may know thereby that the spirituality of our- 
self or of our church is falling below par. 


T is a situation as grave as this which confronts our own 

denomination and many others. The spirit of God is 
departing from us in measure as our churches and our 
individual men and women are falling away from their 
former generous giving and glad sacrifice. No words can 
state the profound significance of such a situation, nor 
can one foresee the dire consequences to our local churches 
and to our denomination if this ebb tide in spirituality 
and giving is not checked. The Herald has faith in our 
pastors and faith in the Christian men and women down 
in our churches to believe that they will grasp the gravity 
to themselves and to us all of such a situation, and with 
prayer and anxiety and penitence will seek to get back 
into such fullness of God’s grace as will cause them 
gladly and loyally to surpass any spirit of giving and 
sacrifice which they ever yet have known. 


of Events 


to places of safety or the guards increased or other precautions 
taken. In nine other instances, armed force was used to repel the 
would-be lynchers. In four instances, persons charged with being 
connected with lynching mobs were indicted—though of the nine- 
teen persons put on trial for such offenses, only five were con- 
victed. These were given jail sentences. 


A Southern City and Lynching 


One of the notable and praiseworthy efforts of a southern com- 
munity to punish lynching was that of Nashville, Tennessee. A 
Negro boy and his father were apprehended by a white grocer 
of an outlying community in Davidson County in the act of steal- 
ing automobile parts. In the interchange of shots that followed, 
the grocer was wounded and he in turn shot the boy. Neither was 
fatally injured. The boy was taken to the General Hospital in 
Nashville, where he was chained to a bed as a wounded prisoner. 
On the night of December 15, a mob of white masked men took 
him from the bed and riddled his body with bullets. 


No lynching had occurred in Nashville for about thirty years, 
and the city at once became greatly aroused with indignation over 
the act. The Chamber of Commerce immediately pledged at least 
$5,000 for the arrest and conviction of the criminals and for em- 
ploying detectives and attorneys. The State added another reward 
of $1,500. A special county grand jury was summoned for action. 
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And two principal newspapers of Nashville printed strong edi- 
torials. The Nashville Tennessean said: 

Ringing resolutions by church and civic organizations gave 
ample evidence of the reaction on the public mind. But resolu- 
tions are not enough. They may salve the conscience but they wili 
not satisfy the demands of justice. They will not restore to 
Nashville that unblemished reputation for law and order that she 
enjoyed up until midnight Monday. . . . The perpetrators of this 
outrage must be hunted down and brought to the bar of justice. 


According to the local press virtually every civic organization 
in the city within a few days passed resolutions condemning the 
mob members, and many prominent individuals gave statements 
to the press. The administrative officers of the seven leading 
schools and colleges of the city strongly condemned lynching under 
any and all circumstances and offered their co-operation in an 
effort to punish those responsible for the crime and to prevent 
further occurrences of the sort. And in a letter addressed to the 
governor and to the sheriff, eighteen of Nashville’s most prominent 
white men declared: “We as citizens of Nashville stand ready to 
render you every assistance we can give until this crime against 
us all has been punished.” 


Home Visitation Evangelism in Dayton 

Home visitation evangelism, which is the central method around 
which Brother Howsare’s Kingdom Enlistment Week program is 
builded, is growing steadily in favor with churches of all denomina- 
tions—and deservedly so. Wherever it has been faithfully tried, 
it has produced such satisfactory and often surprising results as 
to guarantee its increasing favor among pastors and other church 
workers. It is the main method of evangelism that was employed 
by Jesus. This fact of itself ought to have brought it into far 
larger and more continuous use in the Church long centuries ago. 
Christ himself used the personal method of winning his followers 
almost altogether; and in order to evangelize those whom he 
could not himself reach, he sent his disciples out two by two and 
no little of their work must have been the kind of home visitation 
which is being used under our Kingdom Enlistment Week program. 
Now that the Church is again taking up this method, it is meeting 
with phenomenal success in the enlistment of new recruits for the 
Kingdom. Ingatherings like that at Irvington, New Jersey, of 
which Brother Howsare speaks in his department this week, and 
many others like it, far exceed the most optimistic expectations 
when the plan was first adopted by our Board of Evangelism. 
But it is only natural that large ingatherings should result from 
any carefully and well organized plan of setting the active Chris- 
tians in any community to work at winning their fellow-men to 
Christ and the Church. 

This home visitation evangelism is now being tried out on 
a large scale in Dayton under the auspices of the Council of 
Churches of this city. Seventy of the churches are co-operating 
and the Council’s secretary, Rev. Irvin E. Deer, is devoting a great 
deal of time and energy to the promotion of this campaign. A pro- 
gram has been prepared covering the time from January 4 to Feb- 
ruary 22, the last three weeks of which is an intensive effort con- 
sisting of many group meetings of various kinds for inspiring and 
directing the home visitations. Rev. Guy H. Black, of Greencastle, 
Indiana, the former field secretary for the Department of Evangel- 
ism of the Methodist Episcopal Church, will be here from February 
1 to 15 to instruct the workers and manage the campaign. He has 
had much experience and most gratifying success with visitation 
evangelism in many cities and churches. Our own pastors and 
churches in this city are among those co-operating; and we hope 
that many of our other pastors in this part of the State may avail 
themselves of the privilege of hearing Dr. Black on Monday, Febru- 
ary 2, at 10:00 a. m., in the Y. M. C. A., to which all ministers are 
cordially invited. 


For the past four years the churches of the Dayton Council 
have co-operated in a pre-Easter evangelistic campaign with grati- 
fying success. But it is earnestly hoped that the home visitation 
plan this year will bring far larger results than any heretofore. 

And meanwhile we earnestly hope that the pastors of the 
churches and the directive agencies of this home visitation move- 
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ment are prayerfully planning to develop some method of teaching 
churches how to take care of those won in great ingatherings. 


State Commission Declares Movies to be a Menace 


The State Motion Picture Censorship Commission of New York 
in its annual report to the legislature last week emphatically 
pointed out the evils involved in the moving picture industry. It 
found that there are producers of moving pictures who are trying 
to rid the business of the bad flavor which it has brought upon 
itself. They endeavor to obey the spirit of the censorship laws 
and to produce clean and high-grade pictures. But “there are a 
few in this industry as in others who,” the Commission declares, 
“are continually attempting to violate the law and cheat the State.” 
They “apparently care nothing for anything except for the returns 
which they receive from their product.” Continuing, the report 
says: 

This class attempts to appeal to the sex instinct and is con- 
tinually depicting crime and educating the youth of our land in 
the vices of the human race. Of course, this is done to attract 
different classes of society, but its effect is to glorify vice and 
lawlessness and to make unattractive decent living, virtue, and 
observance of the law... . 

The fact is that the motion picture has become a menace to 
society. The producers themselves, recognizing this, have perfected 
various organizations for the purpose of improving the pictures 
shown and preventing the exhibition of demoralizing pictures. .. . 

On several occasions actors who are prominent in the profession 
have become involved in scandal which created a demand that the 
pictures in which they appeared be prohibited from the screen. 
While the statute does not clearly cover a case of this kind, the 
Commission has felt that if the persons involved were convicted of 
crime or their characters were bad it would be justified in deciding 
that the mere exhibition of the film in which they were shown 
would tend to corrupt morals, and in that respect would come 
within the inhibitions laid down in the statute. The discretion, 
however, in cases of this kind is cautiously exercised so that no 
injustice is done. 

It is not generally known that one of the growing perils through 
moving pictures is the use which is being made of them for the 
“private” exhibition of films that are altogether vile and indecent. 
Such private exhibitions are being conducted in various cities, and 
pictures almost unbelievably bad are often used for these purposes. 
Speaking of such, the Commission says: 


In several instances the Commission has found films being ex- 
hibited which were of such a vile nature that they cannot be 
described in print, without offense. In these instances the films 
have been seized by the Commission and destroyed. Films of this 
character are not made for general exhibition in theaters, but are 
clandestinely exhibited to private audiences. 

And still another new situation has been injected into the mov- 
ing picture peril by the increased importation of foreign films. 
These are frequently of very low standards, and the Commission 
has found that— 

Some of them attempt to inject racial characteristics and bring 
different races into more or less disrepute and ridicule, and many 
of them contain sacriligious matter and matter which reflects upon 
religious sects. We have rigorously watched these films and have 
prevented their exhibition or endeavored to remove the objection- 
able features from them. An attempt is often made to disseminate 
propaganda through these films which is inimical to our form of 
Government. 


Shall Moving Picture Censorship be Discontinued? 

In the face of such findings as the above, which parallel the 
findings of such commissions everywhere, shall censorship be 
abandoned and this nation subjected to the free and unrestrained 
run of any and every kind of picture which the greed or the lust 
of evil-minded producers might devise? Simply the asking of the 
question ought to be to answer it in the mind not only of every 
Christian but of every thoughtful man or woman who has the 
good of mankind and the safety of our nation at heart. Every 
person who has decent standards and knows anything at all about 
the kind of moving pictures which are being shown, and especially 
about those which would be shown if they were not prohibited by 
the censorship commissions of the various States, is fully aware 
of the evil nature of very many of the pictures produced. These 
pictures are not only a menace to the morals of individuals, but 
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they are a very potent menace to public safety also. There can 
be no question whatever but that the movie picture has had much 
to do with the startling increase in banditry and murder among 
the youth of this land during the past few years. 

Yet there is constant pressure to have our censorship laws 
rescinded and to throw the public open to the mercy of this busi- 
ness which has proven itself so largely devoid of either a conscience 
or a high public spirit. Many prominent newspapers and individ- 
uals even have loaned themselves to this crusade against censor- 
ship—most of them on the ground that it is an abridgment of 
the liberty of individuals and an infringement on the rights of 
public speech. They would have the problem of regulation ap- 
proached in a different manner, leaving it to the police powers to 
suppress pictures which impress them as being too bad to be 
shown in our theaters. The fallacy and futility of such a plan 
are too obvious to need discussion. The few times that the police 
have attempted to suppress indecent exhibitions on the stage they 
have met with such opposition and ridicule as to make altogether 
absurd the suggestion to try such a plan for the regulation of the 
pictures. It is a queer conception of “liberty” indeed which would 
subject our nation to any such incongruous and ineffective way of 
protecting itself against a great and perilous menace simply in 
order to safeguard an imaginary “freedom” which is not in the 
least violated. The whole crux to the situation is that moving 
pictures would soon become an insufferable peril both to the morals 
and to the public safety of this country if we had no restrictions of 
any kind, and no one has yet suggested any competent method 
other than censorship of handling such a dangerous situation. As 
the New York Commission well says: “If there were any method 
known which could prevent the exhibition of objectionable films, 
other than censorship, it would have been discovered long before 
this. The industry is a great power in this country. ... It has 
consistently fought all forms of regulation and will, of course, 
continue to do so.” 

The main truth of the whole situation is that society is up 
against the imperious task of protecting itself against an entirely 
new evil of a most vicious and potent kind, and willy-nilly it is 
going to find some way to do it no difference how many of our 
much touted traditions and academic fancies it has to spoil in 
doing so. New perils as well as “new occasions” teach us new 
duties. And until some one can suggest something better than 
censorship it will inevitably grow more rigid, not less. 


Oo 


The New York World is opposed to the ratification of the Child 
Labor Amendment, and yet it deplores the misrepresentation and 
entirely baseless accusations which are being broadcasted by the 
opponents of the amendment. In a recent leading editorial it ex- 
presses the hope that the discussion can be kept at a high level, 
and says: “This would mean the abandonment by the opponents of 
the amendment of false statements and slanderous arguments now 
current. The Child Labor Amendment is not ‘Bolshevism.’ It 
does not prohibit the labor of youths up to eighteen years of age. 
It does not prohibit boys from doing chores on the farm or girls 
from washing dishes. It does not threaten the family, the home, 
religion, or the flag. The men and women back of it are not in- 
spired by Moscow, directed by Moscow, or beholden to Moscow. 
They are, on the contrary, as fine-spirited a group of American 
citizens as this country can show.” 


oO 


The Municipal Council of Shanghai, China, lately has been seek- 
ing power to make and enforce regulations to prohibit the employ- 
ment in factories and industrial concerns of children under ten 
years, which age is to be raised to twelve within four years from 
the date the regulations come into force; and children under four- 
teen years are not to work longer than twelve hours a day, with a 
compulsory rest of one hour during that time, and a full twenty- 
four hours’ rest in at least every fourteen days. At the present 
time in China the children in mills and factories work day or 
night, standing at their work during the whole shift of twelve 
hours, and sometimes longer. Many children six years old were 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


JANUARY 29, 1925 


found brushing cocoons and preparing them for the reelers, earning 
twenty to twenty-five cents silver per day. In match factories 
children of five were found earning as little as nine coppers a day, 
or less than two American cents a day. This is the way paganism 
now treats its children. But the more Christianity gains a positive 
influence in that or any other country the higher the standard is 
forced for the protection and conservation of childhood. 


Oo 


President Coolidge deserves the appreciation of the entire coun- 
try for appointing to the postmastership in New York one who for 
many long years has been connected with that office and has worked 
his way up from the bottom and knows its business from actual 
and long experience. He was the next in line to his predecessor, 
now deceased, and his promotion was well deserved. This is the 
way that any business organization would have done it. And there 
is no reason under the sun, except that of political sop and spoils, 
why it should be done in any other way in any post office in the 
land. President Coolidge will have made a lasting place for him- 
self in the memory of this country if he can succeed in making this 
the established rule with reference to all post-office appointments 
everywhere. And why only post offices? Why not put all public 
appointments on as sane and sensible a basis? 


oO 


The twenty-second annual convention of the Religious Education 
Association will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, April 22-25, 1925. 
The theme of the convention will be: “Religious Education and 
Religious Experience.” An effort is being made to determine 
whether the newer types of religious education can produce a re- 
ligious experience commensurate with that produced by the older 
types. The Religious Education Association is an international 
group of professional educators, both in the field of general and 
church school education. It states its purpose to be to inspire the 
educational forces of the country with the religious ideal; and to 
keep before the public mind the ideal of religious education and 
the sense of its need and value. 

S 


Brother S. M. Lynam, who conducts a very interesting news de- 
partment in The Christian Sun, reports the following very sig- 
nificant indication of the change which is taking place in Japan 
towards Christianity: 

The Japanese Empress attended the morning worship service 
of the Doshisha High School girls, and stood behind her chair and 
bowed her head in worship, praying in unison with the others, says 
a cablegram. This is, perhaps, the first time in history that a 
Japanese ruler has taken part in a Christian service. The change 
in attitude is emphasized by the announcement that the crown 
princess will give a sun dial to the leper hospital of the Church 
of the Advent. The dial will bear the text, “From the rising of 
the sun to the going down thereof, the Lord’s name shall be 
praised.” 

ae | 


The Board of Temperance of the Methodist Church has recently 
had some very emphatic things to say with reference to the en- 
forcement of the prohibition law in the District of Columbia. It 
especially charges grave delays in court procedure and in carrying 
into effect the sentences passed upon offenders against the pro- 
hibition law, and that legal technicalities are being resorted to to 
save convicted bootleggers. So long as our officials show no agita- 
tion over the way the law is being flaunted in Washington, what 
hope is there of law enforcement in other! wet sections? 

Oo 

One of our exchanges notes the following conspicuous examples 
of generous giving: During the past year the Euclid Avenue Dis- 
ciple Church of Cleveland gave $29,338 to work for others, which 
is almost two thousand dollars more than it spent in its own local 
enterprises. Meanwhile the membership increased 203, which now 
numbers 1,706. The Westminster Presbyterian Church of Minne- 
apolis in the preceding year spent $53,000 for current expenses and 
$74,427.72 for benevolences. 














The Light of the Earth’ 


Even so let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.—Matt. 5:16. 

O what extent does Protestant Chris- 
T tianity embody the purposes of Christ 

and his gospel? To what extent does 
it preserve the dearly won moral and reli- 
gious values of the past? To what extent 
can it be shown that our belief and prac- 
tices are inseparable from human welfare, 
not only today, but in the long tomorrow? 


Answers to these questions do not imply 
stereotyped thinking. Rather do.they neces- 
sitate the strict scrutiny of our most hon- 
ored thought and all its forms in order that 
we may neither smolder nor flicker, but 
flame forth steadily as God’s light in the 
world. It is widely felt by 
the millions behind this 


BY REV. S. PARKES CADMAN, D. D. 


gence of useless eulogies of fictitious ambi- 
tions emotionally stimulated, oblivious to the 
challenge of past and present. Hence we 
are conservative of the precious deposit of 
our Faith, while at the same time we are 
freemen of Christ, thoroughly persuaded 
that where he is there is liberty. This lib- 
erty has been sorely tried, abused, ignored, 
or else adopted as a desperate measure by 
men who felt that they could not live by 
compulsion. The selfish or benevolent uses 
of temporal or spiritual power are to be 
familiar to us. Theories which have re- 
pressed individualism and identified the soul 
with the system as well as those which have 
let loose upon us the riot of individualism 
are to be carefully noted and evaluated. 


past, the entwining of what has been with 
what is to be, the strange fashion in which 
antagonistic parties and their opinions have 
complemented each other. 

The first challenge, broadly speaking, is 
that the light of an undivided Church shall 
shine upon a torn and exhausted world. Too 
many retreat from our Lord’s ideal for the 
Church, not because they look upon it as 
incredible, but as impossible. Nevertheless, 
its fulfillment is inevitable. If he wills her 
oneness, none can withstand his will. Nor 
has she a valid title to anything he has not 
designed her to be. The holiness of her mem- 
bership is no more vital than its unity in the 
Spirit and in the organic forms which the 
Spirit shall ordain. When all believers are 
thus one as the Son is one 
with the Father, the world 
will know that he came 





Council that religion in the 
future must be _ infinitely 
broader, richer, and more 
comprehensive if it is to 
command the allegiance of 
oncoming generations. It 
must be, as Principal W. T. 
Davison insists, “wide as 
life itself, taking as its 
province truth, beauty, and 
goodness of all types, in all 
their manifestations.” If 
religion is to rule in all as- 
pects and departments of 
auman life—social, _polit- 
ical, economical, national, 
and international—as sure- 
ly it ought, its message and 
guidance must be as wide 
and various as its claims. | 
Ideas must be _ widened, | 
superfluous accretions must 
be abolished, channels of 
sympathy and action must 
be broadened and cleansed, 
all forms of activity con- 
trolled, purified, upraised. 
Man himself must become | 
more of a man in every | 
stage of his development. 





through the _ indwelling 
power of the Highest, in- 


tianity. . . The 


Dr. Cadman Asks a Timely and Searching 


Question 


ARE we willing, as sectarians, to mount up- 

ward on the Cross; to see our petty systems 
have their day and cease to be, as but broken 
lights of Him who is far more than they? 
for his sake, we are like-minded with St. Paul, 
who was prepared to reckon himself accursed 
from Christ for the salvation of Israel, surely 
we may shine before men with that apostle. 
In this spirit we can satisfy the challenge of 
the modern world, which frankly accuses 
Christians of being the worst foes of Chris- 
Church will never be 
overthrown by materialism, or sensuality, or 
malicious wickedness. 
cannot prevail against her. 
headstrong sect of the Church universal could 
so provoke the moral indignation of enlight- 
ened conscience that, instead of shining radi- 
ant and pure, it would make a smother and be- 
| come a stench. The salt can lose its savor, 
ind: Gite com be tealinns | and be henceforth trodden under foot of men. 


The gates of Hades St 
But any willful, : 


forth from the Father. 
Then will the crying needs 
of the race be met, and its 
religious hunger appeased. 

Oneness, holiness, solici- 
tude for souls, through per- 
sonal contact with their 
Shepherd and Bishop, are 
sure to find their organic 
If, shape. Here the church- 
consciousness of the Medi- 
evalists takes up the his- 
toric challenge. It reminds 
us that there is a nobler ob- 
jective than democracy; a 
more refining affection than 
the patriotism which varies 
from self-abnegating devo- 
tion to moral lunacy. Pass 
in review pontiffs like 
Hildebrand, preachers like 
Bernard, vninkers 
like St. Thomas, saints like 
St. Francis. 

It is inconceivable that 
we should treat them as 
negligible, since they were 
the bright particular stars 
of undivided Christianity in 
the west. To be sure, their 
intellectual pedigree was 
mixed, and so is ours. Many 








spiring, inhabiting, and in- 
forming all. 

May we not dare to be- 
lieve that we can discover the founda- 
tions of a national freedom which is 
expressed in unity; of a  catholicity, 
which does not domineer over personal 
convictions nor usurp intellectual integ- 
rity? This is, indeed, the task confronting 
God’s statesmen today, and none can under- 
take it who does not study our historic 
growth as communions of the one world 
Church. I can conceive no proceeding more 
detrimental to Protestantism than the indul- 





*Excerpts of the sermon preached by Dr. S. Parkes 
Cadman, the newly elected president of the Federai 
Council of Churches at the recent session of the 
Council in Atlanta, Georgia. 


In this way alone can Protestantism dis- 
cern anew its nature or its embassy, and 
so best serve its enterprises or set in mo- 
tion fresh movements as bold as the preda- 
tory forces of evil that oppose it. Let us, 
therefore, consider the goings forth of the 
Lord from the days of old, and say with the 
Psalmist: “I will remember the years of the 
right hand of the Most High. I will remem- 
ber thy wonders in the former times.” Hope- 
fulness, forbearance, a more comprehensive 
charity, are herein involved. At every point 
of retrospect and its challenge we shall see 
the better prospect arising from the dying 


of their pet projects bit the 
dust, and so nave some of 
ours. But they dramatized 
the Faith in the social life of their time, so 
that it became vivid and real to all ranks 
and conditions of men. Above everything 
else, sacerdotalists though they were to a 
man, they brought a foul and turbulent feud- 
alism to its knees before the Cross. We do 
not visualize them to gloat over their er- 
rors, but to heed their ideals: In the sequel 
these proved stronger than physical force or 
temporal governance. The Medievalists did 
not exult in Church supremacy, except as a 
protective measure against the veritable de- 
struction which hovered over every form of 
progress, with which they had to contend. 
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It is as though they said to us in this day 
of contentions and irreligion: “You are the 
heirs of our supposedly irrational age, who 
enjoy, as you declare, the light of Sinai and 
Calvary in an effulgence withheld from us. 
For the sake of God and the brotherhood, 
let it shine. By its searching, expose the 
militarism which threatens to sink your so: 
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cial order in a sea of blood. Curb the chau- 
vinists who run amuck as we curbed preda- 
cious barons and monarchs who wrecked our 
peace. Breathe into the countless inventions 
of your gigantic industrial machinery the 
spirit which enabled our guild workmen to 
put themselves into the product of their toil. 
(Continued on page twenty-one) 


Famous Hymns and Hymn Writers 


Fanny Crosby, the Popular Blind Hymnist 
BY REV. B. F. VAUGHAN 


OME critics in hymnology would not be 
S willing to grant a high place to Fanny 
Crosby as a hymn writer, yet no Ameri- 
can song writer has written as many songs 
and hymns as this lovely and devoted wom- 
an. She has written more than six thous- 
and in number, many of which have been 
sung by thousands of people throughout the 
world. Although not a poetess of great 
genius and brilliant poetic talent, yet her 
work is filled with an earnest desire to help, 
a passion for winning souls, and an ardent 
ambition to uplift humanity and to glorify 
God. She never entered upon her work 
without a fervent prayer that the blesstng 
of God would be upon that work. The am- 
bition for fame or to secure glory for her- 
self never moved her, but a sincere desire 
to awaken, comfort, and cheer some one in 
life’s daily struggle. Although deprived of 
her eyesight in her infancy, only six weeks 
of age, through the malpractice of an un- 
scientific physician who used poultices for 
some inflamation of the eyes, yet she her- 
self, in her “Memories of Eighty Years,” In 
referring to this unfortunate circumstance 
in her early life, utters no complaint or 
words of faultfinding against the one whose 
lack of knowledge in his profession had de- 
prived her of her sight throughout her long 
life of about ninety-four years. She refers 
to the place of her humble birth, and the 
beauty of the natural scenery surrounding 
it in the following beautiful language: 
Many of the flowers I planted in the 
garden of memory during a happy child- 
hood are still blooming sweet and fair after 
a lapse of more than eighty years. Those 
that are somewhat faded, and those which 
have been crushed in the press of a long 
and busy life, I will try to revive until I 


finished the life story I am about to 
tell. 


In the region around old Southeast, Put- 
nam County, New York, (where she was 
born March 24, 1820) the scenery is sub- 
lime, and more majestic than any handi- 
work designed by man. During the summer 
months the neighboring hills are studded 
with a great mass of rich foliage, here ana 
there touched with small bunches of gold 
and brown; and in winter the same land- 
scape was covered over with a soft spread 
of pure virgin snow. These gracious gifts 
of natural scenery left their own indelible 
imprint upon my mind, for, although I was 
deprived of my sight at the age of six 
weeks, my imagination became very re- 
ceptive to all the influences around me; and 
the surrounding country, in its native 
beauty, was real enough to me; in one sense 
was as real to my mind as to ‘the minds of 


my little companions. The voices of nature 
enchanted me, but they all spoke a familiar 
language. Sométimes it was the liquid note 
of a solitary songster at eventide in the dis- 
tant woods, or the industrious hum of a bee 
at noon, or the piping of a cricket as night 
was drawing on; how could I help thinking, 
now and then, that the fairies were bring- 
ing messages directly to me! In childhood 
the tender language of the heart is the only 
familiar speech, and imagination the only 
artist of the beautiful that seems to satisfy 
the childish soul. In these later years, 
therefore, I sometimes drink from the 
springs whose waters were once so cool ana 
refreshing, and then I feel that I have 
indeed discovered the Fountain of Per- 
petual Youth, flowing from the heart of 
nature. 


Thus we may see how this one whose 
eyes had been closed to the beauties of na- 
ture about her, was yet being thrilled with 
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Adoption 


N£ZVER the pain of birth, perhaps, nor 
the joy that follows after, 

But the peace that comes with the wist- 
ful sound of a lonely child’s first 
laughter; 

Never that moment of breathless thrill 
when a baby’s hands go groping, 

But the calm that comes to a tired soul 
when there is an end to hoping! 


Never the rapture of saying, soft, “This 
is flesh of my flesh, I’m bearing!” 

But the quiet charm of a home complete 
—and a love the heart is sharing. 

Never the gleam of a girlhood dream in 
a little face uplifted, 

But a hand to touch when the shadows 
creep, and the yearning years have 
drifted. 


Never the pain of birth, perhaps, nor 
the rapture coming later; 

Never the fear that is past belief—nor 
the splendor, which is greater! 

Just an aching lack, to be satisfied, that 
some tiny, life is feeling; 

Just the sight of a little cozy bed—and 
a child beside it kneeling! 


Never the waiting anguish torn, for a 
spirit to be lighted, 
Only the knowledge of work to do, of a 
wrong that may be righted; 
Never the best, perhaps, of life—its won- 
derful, age-old story— 
But who shall say that the second best 
is lacking its share of glory? 
—Margaret E. Sangster, in 
The New York Times. 
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the music of nature which filled her whole 
soul and caused it to swell with noble im- 
pulses, tuning her life with the sweet notes 
of gladness, and awakening joyful lays of 
rhythmical beauty and sweetness within! 
Her affliction never made her gloomy. We 
can scarcely realize that she was blind. She 
seldom referred to it, and never to complain. 
One who knew her personally says: 


Fanny Crosby is one of the most cheer- 
ful, happy persons in the world. We saw 
her when she was knitting an intricate 
piece of lace, which did not contain a mis- 
placed stitch. Her fingers moved busily 
while she talked modestly of the talent God 
had given her, and what a great satisfac- 
tion it had given her that she had been en- 
abled to write words that had helped other 
souls on toward a better life. Her whole 
face lighted up as she told the story of that 
winning hymn, “Rescue the Perishing,” and 
the great joy it gave her to know that it 
had been the means of bringing so many 
wandering ones home to God. How in a 
mission meeting it was sung, and a young 
man testified that the hymn had brought 
him to the Savior, and how he had longed 
to see its author, and she had the supreme: 
satisfaction of taking him by the hand ana 
saying, “I wrote that hymn.” 


At the age of fifteen, she entered the In- 
stitution for the Blind in New York City. 
On completing her training in that institu- 
tion she became a teacher in the same 
school, which position she held for a period 
of about eleven years. In 1858 she was 
married to Mr. Alexander Van Alstyne, 
who was also blind, and possessed of rare: 
musical talent. It proved a happy union 
and they lived in harmonious companion- 
ship until Mr. Van Alstyne’s death in 1902. 

At the request of her husband, Fanny 
wrote all her songs and hymns in her 
maiden name. Her power to write the 
musical language of her heart was truly 
wonderful, both in beauty of expression 
and their abundance, or the great number 
of them. Her facility in poetic and rhyth- 
mical composition was marvelous. She said, 
“They sing themselves to me, and I can not 
rest until I put them down.” At the re- 
quest of Dr. W. H. Doane, who composed 
the music for many of her songs, the hymn 
which was her favorite, “Safe in the Arms 
of Jesus,” was written in about fifteen min- 
utes. 


After a day’s jostling through the busy 
city streets, guided by some loving friend, 
she would return to her quiet room and 
there refresh herself by writing such hymns 
as, “All the Way the Savior Leads Me,” 


“Savior, more than life to me, 

I am clinging close to thee, 

Through this changing world below, 
Lead me gently as I go.” 


While it is doubtless true of many of 
Fanny Crosby’s hymns that their popularity 
is due largely to the melodies to which they 
have been wedded, yet through this happy 
union of melody and song they are entitled 
to a high place among the many sweet gos- 
pel songs whose power over the lives and 
hearts of multitudes of people in all coun- 
tries has helped them to a better life. 

Fanny Crosby was highly favored in be- 
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ing welliknown to numerous men and 
women of literary fame and public notoriety 
in her own country and throughout the 
world. She lived long enough to become 
acquainted and mingle with two generations 
of celebrated people. She knew, and had 
friendly relations with, all our presidents 
from the time of Martin Van Buren to that 
of Woodrow Wilson. She gave a poetical 
recital of one of her own poems at an enter- 
tainment given by the blind students of her 
institution before the United States Senate 
and House of Representatives in 1844, 
which, she says, “was the first and last time 
a poet was ever invited to recite his or her 
own production before the great National 
Assembly.” Among her listeners in that 
august body were the following: John 
Quincy Adams, James Buchanan, Andrew 
Johnson, Hannibal Hamlin, Stephen A. 
Douglass, Rufus Choate, Thomas A. Benton, 
Alex. H. Stephens, Jefferson Davis, and 
Robert Toombs. James K. Polk, Horace 
Greeley, and others were also her friends. 
She also won the admiration of Henry 
Clay, Gen. Winfield Scott, and General 
Bertrand, one of Napoleon’s most famous 
officers. 

The world-famed singer, Jenny Lind, 
visited her school and entranced the teach- 
ers and scholars with her marvelous sing- 
ing. William Cullen Bryant and many 
other great poets and literary persons were 
her friends and admirers. Her fame be- 
came world-wide through the singing of her 
hymns in the great Moody and Sankey 
evangelistic meetings at home and abroad. 
Her warm-hearted songs, with their simple 
pleasing melodies, awakened a popular en- 
thusiasm and moved the hearts of multi- 
tudes on both sides of the Atlantic. That 
sweet persuasive, and soul-moving power 
which is contained in many of her hymns 
and songs has won for them a place which 
will not soon lose its melting power over 
mind and heart. The mighty power and 
eloquence of great orators and statesmen, 
the lyrical beauty and metrical charm of the 
great poets, will live and continue to cal! 
forth the wonder and admiration of men 
and women for generations; but who can 
measure the heart-moving power of a sweet 
singer like the blind hymnist, Fanny 
Crosby, with her sweet, joyous, cheering 
lines of love and gospel truth singing their 
way into the hearts of thousands of peopre 
in many lands? Many have been touched 
and awakened and led to a better life and 
filled with the rising power of a new hope. 

On Friday morning, February 12, 1915, 
on the threshold of her ninety-fifth birth- 
day, she passed into the unseen, but she 
“saw Him face to face.” 

A few of her best known hymns and 
songs may be mentioned before we close 
this paper: “Safe in the Arms of Jesus” 
(her favorite); “Pass Me Not, O Gentle 
Savior;” “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross;” 
“Blessed Assurance;” “Rescue the Perish- 
ing;” “Savior, More Than Life to Me;” 
“We Shall Know Each Other There;” “I 
Love to Tell the Story;” and “In Thy Cleft, 


O Rock of Ages,” which the writer regards 
as one of her best. 
Every one should read the life of this 
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sainted woman as contained in her “Mem- 
ories of Eighty Years.” 

Centerville, Ohio. 


A Week of Christian Education 


BY REV. F. G. COFFIN, A. M., D. D. 
President of the General Convention of the Christian Church 


ROM January fifth to tenth conferences 
F of surpassing significance to the pro- 

gram of religious education in America 
were held in Chicago. It is probable that 
no meetings during the year equal these in 
their importance to the Church’s task of 
higher education. The first of these was 
the Council of the Church Boards of Educa- 
tion. This body was concerned particularly 
with the study and welfare of the denomi- 
national college. It was noteworthy that 
these Church Boards of Education, repre- 
senting nearly all of the denominations, 
were interpreting their function as con- 
cerned with higher education. There are of 


NAAM 
Faith 


MY” trust in God is such, that come 

what will 

Of weary heartache or of earthly woe, 

I feel his loving hand will lead me still 

hay = > all the stony pathways here 
elow. 


I am his child, he watches over me; 

And though the storm clouds gather o’er 
my head, 

—— skies grow black, I have the faith 
t 


Will keep a guiding light for me ahead. 
And when at last Death’s sable wings 


escend, 
Through vales so dark my dim eyes can- 
not see, 
He in his mercy will my steps attend, 
And hold me safe through all eternity. 
eorgia S. Couch, in 
The Christian Register. 
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course many aspects of religious education, 
but these agencies constituted by the several 
denominations as “Church Boards of Educa- 
tion” were eliminating all other possible as- 
pects and concentrating their thought and 
effort on the Church’s task in colleges and 
universities. The writer attended only a part 
of these sessions, but all of the program 
he heard was uniformly strong. These 
boards were bent on discovering first what 
the colleges were doing and how efficiently 
it was being done. They were absolutely 
unsparing in their investigations and con- 
clusions. They were next concerned with 
getting an adequate response from the 
churches to guarantee college efficiency. The 
study of a group of denominational colleges 
and a minute survey of the religious instruc- 
tion given in two hundred fifty of them was 
most illuminating to the Boards. Other 
subjects thoroughly investigated were 
“Methods of Publicity,” “Recruiting for 
Life Service,” “Uniform Reporting and Ac- 
counting,” “Unifying Student Movements,” 


“Student Religious Activities,” and “Spirit- 
ual Ministration to Student Needs.” 

The second section, the most largely at- 
tended of the three, was a three-day session 
of the “Religious Workers in Colleges and 
Universities.” This was an undisguised at- 
tempt to discover what the American stu- 
dent most needs religiously and how to sup- 
ply it. It would be impossible to give here 
an outline of the fruitful program and dis- 
cussions in which this conference engaged. 
Actual surveys in several universities ad- 
mittedly revealed the need for just the 
things found in the small denominational 
college. This conference spent parts of two 
days in four simultaneous group meetings, 
each dealing with a distinct aspect of re- 
ligious work in colleges and universities. 

The third and last of these meetings was 
the Association of American Colleges. No 
one note ran so consistently through all the 
sessions as that sounded by Dr. Graham at 
the banquet on the opening night, viz.: “The 
Social and Civic responsibility and oppor- 
tunity of American colleges and their grad- 
uates.” It had many repetitions in various 
forms in subsequent speeches and reports. 
The big State universities are openly con- 
fessing a helplessness in getting an unself- 
ish moral and social purpose into their pro- 
duct. The University of Iowa is establish- 
ing a schoo] of religion in order to overcome 
this deficiency. It is soliciting the co-opera- 
tion of the religious forces of the State in 
the establishment and management of this 
school. The purpose of this is less to give 
a new type of instruction than to get the 
atmosphere which such a venture will yield. 
This effort will be watched with equal in- 
terest by those interested in secular univer- 
sities and by the executives of denomination- 
ally controlled institutions. Those who 
struggle with the financial problems of small 
denominational colleges with envious eye up- 
on the resources of these great institutions 


‘were reminded that a financial problem is 


minor in comparison with the moral and re- 
ligious problems of larger institutions. 

The writer has not found in previous 
meetings of these groups such a hopeful 
background for the work of higher Chris- 
tian education as was revealed in the Chi- 
cago meetings, which were heralded in ad- 
vance as “Christian Education Week in 
Chicago.” 

They have set in the forefront of Amer- 
ican education as it has never been done be- 
fore the fact that intellectual achievement 
must be accompanied by both moral ideals 
and unselfish moral activities. When this 
conception becomes universal our paths will 
lead away from the corruptions of both 
rationalism and materialism. 
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At Prayer Time 


Even so send I you.—John 20: 21. 
oO 


On a journey recently our train passed 
where an electric power line was under con- 
struction. Steel structures that were to 
bear up heavy cables were being set up. 
They were sturdy and high. In one direc- 
tion, where these had been completed, the 
structures reached as far as one could see. 
In the other direction were evidences of con- 
struction. How far the line was to go was 
not learned. But one thought of great dis- 
tances on seeing this sight. 

Inquiry brought out the information that 
a large engineering project was on near by 
to utilize the power of a river which hereto- 
fore has been unharnessed. Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were being spent on 
the enterprise. And it is expected that the 
electric current generated will be sufficient 
to supply distant cities with this resource of 
power. 

What a feat it seemed to be! Thousands 
of people will be benefited if all plans suc- 
cessfully carry. The burden of home tasks 
would be lightened in many places where 
wives and mothers give themselves to their 
duties. Industry would be made to run 
more steadily, improved machinery would be 
installed so that daily work could be more 
satisfactorily and probably more efficiently 
done. Homes, factories, streets would be 
better lighted. 

What’s more, countrysides would likely be 
reached. Lines would branch off from these 
cables to lighten highways and rural homes. 
Here, too, toil would be made easier, both 
in household and in field. 

Such a thought of welfare and happiness 
and human service came at the sight of 
this project. A brighter, bigger, more con- 
venient life could be seen in the future, as 
this, and other undertakings like it, would 
be completed and put to our common serv- 
ice. 

o 


At last to be identified! 
At last, the lamps upon thy side 
The rest of life to see! 
Past midnight, past the morning star! 
Past sunrise! Ah! what leagues there are 
Between our feet and day! 
—Dickinson. 
o 


But religion is a mightier enterprise. The 
structures that bear the cables of its mes- 
sage and life are men and women. They 
stand out against the sky of history and of 
present day life as an open evidence of a 
service to mankind designed to shed light 
and welfare to every one who can be 
reached. 

This has been long going on. Yet it is 
an enterprise under enlarging construction. 
Newer areas of life are being entered and 
constantly new people are being reached 
with the quickening and enlightening cur- 
rents of civilization. There is no way fully 
to estimate the wide ways in which the 


plans of our day are designed to extend the 
reach of the power center of life and the 
universe. 

The gospel has long been considered by 
Christians to be an influence of light. Per- 
haps by that we may mean enlightenment. 
Certainly the more constructive souls think 
in terms of doing away with ignorance, 
hurtful practices, and needless sufferings. 
Less and less is the interest of world evan- 
gelization being expressed in terms of 
creeds and dogmas. More and more it is 
being made an interpretation of justice—a 
justice that is found in love to God and love 
to man. Our imaginations are overpowered 
almost to think that in so many sections of 
our present world there is no modern sense 
of justice and right. Peoples are living 
with narrow motives and with small expec- 
tancies and with little social ambition. They 
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If you cannot on the ocean 
Sail among the swiftest fleet, 
Rocking on the highest billows, 
Laughing at the storms you meet, 
You can stand among the sailors 
Anchored yet within the bay, 
You can lend a hand to help them 
As they launch their boats away. 


If you are too weak to journey 
Up the mountain steep and high, 
You can stand within the valley, 
Where the multitudes go by, 
You can chant in happy measure, 
As they slowly pass along; 
Though they may forget the singer, 
They will not forget the song. 


If you cannot in the harvest 
Gather up the richest sheaves,— 
Many a grain both ripe and golden 
Oft the careless reaper leaves,— 
Go and glean among the briers 
Growing rank against the wall, 
For it may be that their shadow 
Hides the heaviest grain of all. 


Do not, then, stand idly waiting 

For some greater work to do; 
Fortune is a lazy goddess, 

She will never come to you. 
Go and toil in any vineyard; 

Do not fear to do nor dare; 
If you want a field of labor 

You can find it anywhere. 

—Mrs. E. H. Gates. 
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are in our own cities, in our isolated sec- 
tions of country, and they are in such places 
in the earth as China, India, Africa, Mex- 
ico. It is toward these that our lines of 


light extend. 
ao 


Old customs and old hates must go. Our 
day has outgrown them. Corruption of 
cities and prejudices of sectional peoples 
cannot endure. The misery of the poor must 
be done away. Even now the fortunate are 
finding it harder and harder to live lives 
that oppress those on whom privilege has 
not shown. 

Why? 

Because of the enterprise of transforming 
hitherto unharnessed power of life into cur- 
rents of instruction and of wholesome re- 
gard to people everywhere. Christian fellow 
interest will ever build new lines of contact 
as long as anybody anywhere is under hand- 
icap and disadvantage. 
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Even so I send you is something of the 
imparted impulse to whomever the gospel 
reaches, 

Recently it was my delight to know more 
intimately one from other shores whom I 
had known previously but very slightly. He 
was from India. He is now finishing his 
long course of preparation for just such a 
work as we are here meditating upon. In 
other words, he will soon sail for India to 
help forward and to extend further the in- 
fluence of Christian principle among his peo- 
ple. 

Even so every one of us is sent! And 
there is an inspiration in such a conscious- 
ness. We are to bear cables of friendship 
to peoples of Europe. Even in such wide 
and unsettled sections as Russia must go 
light and the new energies of wholesome 
ideals. 

Only in part, have we touched the even 
older civilizations. There are many places 
yet where life has not advanced in thou- 
sands of years. Indeed, on our own conti- 
nent there are overridden people waiting 
for days to come with lighter burdens and 
larger opportunities. 

And Christian interest is building toward 
them; sometime the new energies will reach 
them. 

uw 


And in despair I bowed my head, 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said. 
“For hate is strong, 
And mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 


Then pealed the bells more loud and deep; 
“God is not dead nor doth he sleep! 
The wrong shall fail, 
The right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to men.” 
—Selected. 


“The glory of life is to love, not to be 
loved; to give, not to get; to serve, not to 
be served.” 

“Prayer reaches up and includes God, it 
reaches out and includes men, it reaches in 
and includes one’s self.” 


“We are building a structure that is 
greater than any Egyptian pyramid and 
more beautiful than any temple erected from 
physical materials. We are helping to build 
the Kingdom of God.” 


o 


Spirit of Truth, thy love is still strong to 
meet the needs of life. Into our hearts the 
blessings of light have come when times 
were hard and when we hardly knew where 
to turn. We thank thee for any of the ways 
of right that have opened; and our hearts 
are heavy when we think of moments when 
we did not walk aright; yet thy love sought 
us. Truth kept up its appeal. We offer to 
thee these lives that we have. We pray that 
we may some way keep thy influence going 
fresh and strong to all mankind—even to 
the uttermost. Through Christ. Amen. 

ERNEST D, GILBERT. 
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Mrs. Emma 8, Powers, 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Mid-year Meeting 

HE Mid-year Meeting of the Woman’s 

Board of the Western Indiaria Confer- 
ence will be held at Crawfordsville, Indiana, 
January 28, in the First Methodist Church. 
A splendid program is in readiness for all 
members and friends of the Western Indi- 
ana Board. Thoroughly “up to the minute” 
reports will be given of the work of the 
energetic women of Western Indiana. The 
program says “Rapid Radio Reports.” 

The afternoon program contains interest- 
ing numbers: “Our Obligation to Mission- 
ary Societies,” a subject to be handled by 
pastors. 

An address by Mrs. Ivan Hill, a mission- 
ary from India, and a pageant given by the 
New Salem missionary society. 

Every woman of the Western Indiana 
Conference should be present at this meet- 
ing. 

A Great Conference 

The Conference on the Cause and Cure 
of War will take place in Washington from 
January 18 to 24, 1925. 

Approximately 5,000,000 American women 
will be represented at this conference, 
through the delegates sent by the nine na- 
tional women’s organizations which will co- 
operate in it. Its purpose is to arrive at a 
practical working program to unify the in- 
dependent efforts toward world peace now 
being made by each of the organizations, 
and it is felt that the conference will be the 
most unified and businesslike attempt ever 
made by the women of America in the mat- 
ter of war prevention. 

Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, internation- 
ally known leader of women’s movements, 
will serve as chairman of the conference. 
Speakers will include such well known au- 
thorities as Dr. James T. Shotwell, who 
had a hand in the draft treaty which gave 
rise to the present Geneva Protocol; Dr. 
Manley O. Hudson, professor of internation- 
al law at Harvard; and John Foster Dulles 
of the Foreign Policy Association. 

Each participating organization will send 
100 delegates and 100 alternates, distributed 
through all of the States of the Union. The 
Council of Women for Home Missions has 
chosen as its representatives the following: 
Mrs. John Ferguson, president; Mrs. Fergu- 
son, chairman of arrangements; Mrs. Fred 
S. Bennett, chairman of the program com- 
mittee, and Mrs. Orrin R. Judd, chairman 
of finance. The Federation of Women’s 
Boards of Foreign Missions in North Amer- 
ica will be represented by Mrs. E. H. Silver- 
thorne, president; Miss Sarah A. Bussing, 
chairman of arrangements; Miss Ella R. 
McLauren, chairman of the program com- 
mittee, and Miss Ella R. McLauren, chair- 
man of finance. Our church shall be repre- 


sented at this conference by Mrs. Athella 
M. Howsare. 

The Foreign Missions Conference follows 
the above-named conference and Mrs. How- 
sare will attend that conference also, in the 
interest of the Dayton Woman’s Mission- 
ary Federation, of which she is the presi- 
dent. 

For the Intercessory Period 

Dp? you order the “Special” for this peri- 

od, “New Ventures of Faith?” If not, 
you had better do it right away. Some one 
has said of the book, “It is a positive pro- 
gram of education in prayer.” We are giv- 
ing it to you, and it really is giving, for 
five cents. Order now, for the supply is 
limited. Room 25, C. P. A. Building, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 


Day of Prayer for Missions 


WHEN: Friday, February 27, 1925. 
THEME: Even as Thou Wilt. 
PROGRAMS: Two cents per copy. 





Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Church Financial Plans 
The Single Budget—Single Envelope System 


OME churches still use it, but your 
church is worthy of better ways. It 
fails completely to develop a world vision 
in the congregation. We all have a world 
responsibility. The command is “Go ye into 
all the world.” Every person needs to ac- 
tually divide the money he contributes be- 
tween his local church responsibility and his 
world-wide responsibility. We must always 
be reminding ourselves of that responsibil- 
ity. A pastor is handicapped in developing 
a world-wide vision when all the money his 
members contribute is put into one envel- 
ope. Even when they have special offer- 
iugs, it makes the matter spasmodic and oc- 
casional, 

This system has a tendency also to pro- 
duce distrust in the church officers. Many 
churches have had sad experiences when 
they have mixed benevolent and local funds 
or left them to church officers to separate. 

In the most of cases the practical work- 
ing out of this system is the payment of the 
current expenses and giving the balance, if 
any, to the benevolent causes. Usually the 
balance is small. 

This system also lacks appeal. There is 
one thing that should be borne in mind, and 
that is the universal experience in raising 
church budgets is that when the appeal is 
placed upon benevolences it is easier to raise 
the current expense budget. You can al- 
ways make a stronger appeal for “others” 
than for “ourselves.” The churches that 
have the hardest time te raise their current 
expenses are those that make the emphasis 
of the appeal for their own church. The 
churches that do the most for the benevo- 
lences and place the emphasis of their ap- 


peal there are those that succeed better with 
their current expenses. The spirit of sac- 
rifice is the spirit of liberality, sacrificing 
for others. The hard times to raise church 
and benevolent funds are not because the 
people are not able nor because they will not 
give, but because the system is wrong. No, 
we cannot approve the single budget sys- 
tem nor the single envelope plan. Where it 
may work successfully in some church it is 
not a safe plan to recommend for the ma- 
jority of churches. Where it may work in 
some respects in a given church under cer- 
tain pastors and certain church officials 
when those churches change pastors or of- 
ficials an unsate system is established and 
trouble follows. Avoid this system for the 
one that is so much better. We know of no 
denominational stewardship men who ap- 
prove it. 


Stewardship Emphasis 


ANY denominations are stressing stew- 

ardship this year and next as their ma- 
jor emphasis. Our church is one of those 
bodies. Our women have made this their 
stewardship year, too. We hope that all 
of our Summer Schools will see that stew- 
ardship is studied this year and that it has 
reasonable consideration on their programs. 


VERY church should make a generous 

offering this month for the work of the 
General Convention. We must heartily and 
generously support the executive forces of 
our work. 





Evangelism and Life Service 


Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 
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Irvington in Action 


UR Christian Church at Irvington, New 
Jersey, is now putting on a Kingdom En- 
listment Week campaign. At this writing 
we have just closed the first day’s work of 
visitation and interviews with forty-six de- 
cisions as a result. A list of approximately 
four hundred and fifty prospects has been 
made and twenty-eight teams of personal 
workers are busy. Much of the visitation 
must be done after working hours and at 
night. A fine spirit prevails and there is 
every reason to believe that great things 
will be accomplished. Real winter prevails, 
the streets are filled with snow and much 
inconvenience as to travel results. We are 
to spend several days, January 19-23, with 
the Milford, N. J., Church, Rev. J. E. Ep- 
right pastor. We are sandwiching this 
work in between Irvington and New Bed- 
ford, Mass., where we begin January 25. 
Your Secretary is comfortably domiciled 
in the beautiful parsonage home of Dr. and 
Mrs. W. H. Hainer, enjoying to the limit 
their unbounded hospitality. 
It is great to read of the fine things being 
done by the various churches in winning 
folks for Christ and the Church. The time 
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has come when we ought no longer to think 
in terms of winning folks by the dozen and 
scores, but in terms of hundreds and thou- 
We can do it. 


sands. 





LMOST before we sent out our first let- 

ters regarding the study of Foreign 
Missions through February and March we 
began to receive letters from pastors who 
are planning to have such study courses in 
their churches. Both the Church School of 
Missions and the suggested program for 
the opening services during this period are 
finding favor, as the following notes will 
indicate. 

Rev. E. A. Watkins, D. D., pastor of our 
Urbana, Illinois, Church, has been using 
the Church School of Missions idea for sev- 
eral years with excellent results. He writes: 


We begin our foreign mission section of 
our School of Missions next Wednesday 
night, the 21st. Will have four classes. We 
plan to continue six weeks. We had six 
weeks of study before the holidays in home 
mission texts. I will teach the adult class. 
We averaged fifty to sixty in the class dur- 
ing the home mission study. Do not expect 
anything less for the coming class in for- 
eign missions. 


Rev. Clarence Defur, D. D., one of our 
aggressive pastors, says: 


I wish to commend your purpose of pre- 
paring further material for the special mis- 
sion study similar to that of last year, which 
we found helpful. I hope we may be able 
to put on the work here at our Concord 
— I believe we can do a real gocd 
work. 


And don’t overlook the following from 
Rev. D. G. Pleasant, pastor of another of 
our rural churches: 


We planned and conducted the School for 
Home Missions during November anc De- 
cemher of this conference yesr with very 
fine success. Our school was held for sev- 
en nights, Wednesday of each week, our reg- 
ular Cnurch Night, beginning proraptly at 
seven ana ciosing promptly at 8:30. usin: 
fifteen minutes for opening devotions, and 
fifteen minutes for the closing service with 
one hour devoted to the lesson study. We 
divided our schoo! into three divisions or 
classes with textbocks and teachers suited 
to each. Forig-five people in all were en- 
rolled with an average attendance of thirty- 
one for each of the seven nights. Our 
Christian Education leaders consider this 
the best piece of work done in our church 
for some time and are anxious that some 
school be conducted during the foreign peri- 
od, as contempleted in our church program 
for the year. 

Please enroll the Campbellstown Church 
for a School of Missions using the pre- 
scribed texts on China, and send to us all 
the suggestive helps possible. We have set 
a goal for enrollment of seventy-five, and 
have the promise of the best Christian pub- 
lic school teachers in the county to teach 
each of the three divisions—adult, young 
people, and children. 


We could show you other letters of this 
kind that would make your heart glad. The 
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Christian Church is waking up to the pos- 
sibilities of mission study. And now is a 
fine time to begin. Already the following 
pastors have written us of their plans for 
this intensive missionary education: 


Church School of Missions 


Cc. G. Nelson, Red Cloud, Nebr. 
E. A. Watkins, Urbana, II1. 

- H. Martin, First Church, Dayton. 
D. G. Pleasant, Campbellstown, Ohio. 
Hiley Baker, Eaton, Ohio. 

C. B. Kershner, West Milton, Ohio. 
J. E. Clark, Mt. Pleasant, Ohio. 

John A. Stover, Lincoln, Kans. 

Levi J. Carter, Milmine, III. 
Clarence Defur, Concord, Eaton, Ohio. 
W. C. Cook, Albany, N. Y. 


< 





ppl tary Mi ry Program in 
the Regular Services 


. J. Young, Mt. Sterling, Ohio. 
T. Cotten, Oshawa, Ont. 

. A. Albright, Spencerville, Ohio. 
iley Baker, Eaton, Ohio. 

E. Clark, Mt. Pleasant, Ohio. 

. Kauffman, Piqua, Ohio. 

. Hartman, Millwood, Ind. 

. Short, North Webster, Ind. 
A. Treber, Mooreland, Ind. 
Levi J. Carter, Lake Fork, IIl. 
Clarence Defur, Concord, Ohio. 

J. E. Epright, Milford, N. J. 

W. D. Parry, Raleigh, N. C. 


tet bt be 
ree 


You will note that some of our pastors 
are putting on both programs as a number 
did last year. Watch for the list next week. 
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Christian Education 


W. A. Harper, General Secretary 





Franklinton College Institute 


A CHRISTIAN Education Institute will be 

held at Franklinton Christian College, 
Franklinton, North Carolina, February 2 to 
8, under the leadership of Dr. W. P. Fletch- 
er of the Christian Education Department 
and the faculty of the college. The Insti- 
tute will have to do with the promotion of 
our general work among the delegates, who 
may be present, and also among the student 
body of Franklinton. Rev. J. O. Atkinson, 
Rev. Warren H. Denison, Rev. and Mrs. J. 
L. Foster have been invited to take part on 
the program during the week. President 
Henderson is sending out notices of the In- 
stitute and hopes to have a large repre- 
sentation and a most profitable week. 
Franklinton student body of nearly two 
hundred will join in the Institute in some 
of their class periods and the general meet- 
ings. 

Christian Education Literature 
FTER correspondence with the regional 
directors of Christian Education, pack- 

ages of Christian Education literature are 
being sent this week to all conference direc- 
tors of Christian Education and to local 
churches. This literature consists of Chris- 
tian Education charts and leaflets, which 
will be suggestive to all directors of Chris- 
tian Education, Sunday-school superintend- 
ents, pastors, and leaders. There is also 
included a sample of the new Teacher- 
training Certificate, to be awarded by the 
Department of Christian Education, with 
seals for all units of the Standard Course, 
and a leafiet outlining courses and credits. 
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All such classes should enroll with the 
Christian Education Department, C. P. A. 
Building, Dayton, Ohio, where examinations 
will be given, credits awarded, and any in- 
formation given. 

It is hoped that local leaders of Chris- 
tian Education in Sunday-school, Christian 
Endeavor, Boy Scout, Camp-fire Girls, and 
all such agencies will carefully and thought- 
fully examine this literature in planning 
their church program. If any church should 
not receive this package, or pastors should 
desire additional copies, the Department 
will gladly mail same upon request. 


Our Christian Education Program 


VERY frequently we are being consulted 

by officials of other denominations re- 
garding our program of Christian Educa- 
tion. Recently Dr. C. W. Brewbaker, 
Superintendent of Sunday-schools of the 
United Brethren Church, called together the 
leaders of that great church to consider 
the future of the work of religious education 
in that denomination. Dr. Brewbaker invited 
Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Secretary of Admin- 
istration of the Department of Christian 
Education of our church, to present plans 
and program of Christian Education of the 
Christian Church, and his address was very 
kindly received. The Watchword, period- 
ical of the United Brethren Church, com- 
ments thus: 


The address of the convention which came 
nearest to the present-day Sunday-school 
situation was by Mr. Hermon Eldredge, sec- 
retary of religious education of the Chris- 
tian Church, whose subject was “The 
Church School for the Present Day.” His 
denomination has combined all phases of re- 
ligious education under one board and is 
working out a unified program. The steps 
by which his church is going forward are 
these: 1. Strengthen the things you have. 
2. Survey the field to discover conditions 
and needs. 38. Organize new agencies, or 
extend existing agencies, to cover the needs 
discovered by the survey. 4. The correla- 
tion of all the Christian educational agen- 
cies in the church. 5. Discover and train 
leaders. 6. Co-operate with other agencies. 
His church uses the Sunday-school and oth- 
er existing agencies, and in the first place 
seeks to strengthen these. 


o 


How silently passed the old year! As 
noiseless as the breath on an infant the 
good old year took his departure from us. 
The new year will come and go in the same 
manner. It will have the four seasons, each 
in his appropriate garb of white, green, yel- 
low, and purple. Silently with the four 
seasons will come fifty-two golden weeks, 
365 golden days, 365 starry nights, 8,760 
sunny hours, 525,600 precious minutes, and 
31 536,000 fleet-footed seconds. No earthly 
king ever had such a glorious company of 
attendants. These many children of the 
great King cry out to us: “From the inner 
glory we come, commissioned of God, to 
bear to you his good will, giving you op- 
portunities for enlarged vision and service 
and calling every recipient of these golden 
gifts to a larger and nobler life.”—Selected. 
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The Vine and the Branches 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 8, 1925 
John 17: 1-26 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Holy Father, keep them in 
thy name which thou hast given me, that 
they may be one even as we are.—John 
17: 11. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, February 2—Christ’s Interces- 
sory Prayer. John 17: 1-13. 
Tuesday, February 3—lIntercession of 
Abraham. Gen. 18: 
Wednesday, February 4—Intercession 
of Moses. Exodus 32: 30-34. 
Thursday, February 5—Intercession of 
Samuel. 1 Sam. 12: 19-25. 
Friday, February G6—Intercession of 
Asa. 2 Chron. 14: 9-12. 
Saturday, February 7—Intercession of 
the Church. Acts 12: 1-11. 
Sunday, February S—Intercession of 
Paul. Eph. 3: 14-21. 











REPORT SUGGESTION 


“The report today gives our superinten- 
dent, I am sure, a very great deal for which 
to be thankful. Every teacher and officer 
of our Sunday-school is present. I am sure, 
too, that this hundred percent attendance 
of the teachers is a real inspiration to all the 


pupils.”’ 
The Lord’s Prayer 


‘THE prayer that we study today is really 

the Lord’s Prayer. Indeed it is the only 
prayer of our Lord’s that is recorded except 
one or two heart outbursts. It would make 
for clear thinking if the prayer we so com- 
monly call the Lord’s Prayer were spoken 
of as the Model Prayer and reserve the 
former title for this wonderful prayer re- 
corded in John 17. 


Glorifying the Son 


Jesus prays that the Father may glorify 
the Son “with thine own self.” Glory it 
would surely be just to be like the Father. 
Jesus was not asking for the glory of crown 
or throne or anything else that was selfish, 
but just a glory that he could use in show- 
ing what God is like. So as parents we 
should seek to glorify our children and as 
a church we should seek to glorify our 
young people. Surely it will be to our eter- 
nal glory if we glorify our children and 
young people by helping them to have strong 
bodies, trained minds, pure hearts, that they 
may in the fullest way carry on God’s work 
in the world. 


Glorifying the Father 


Jesus says he manifested his Father’s 
name and accomplished the work that he was 
sent to do, in other words, he revealed the 
Father’s personality and carried out his 
plans. Thus we, too, can glorify the Fa- 
ther. We are to be living letters bearing 
witness to the nature of God, and we have 
the responsibility of doing God’s work on 


the earth. Can we look up to God in prayer 
and ask that he may glorify us for service 
because we have glorified him in the life that 
we have lived and the work that we have 
done? This is our glorious privilege. 


Eternal Life 


Jesus is not here talking about immor- 
tality, but an eternal life that God gives. 
“The gift of God is eternal life.” But even 
here Jesus does not let it remain in men’s 
minds as merely a mystical thing. To know 
God and be able to see him in Jesus is eter- 
nal life. Life—full, rich, abiding, eternal— 
is not found in the mysticism of Buddhism 
or the morality of Confucianism, but in the 
Christianity of Christ. 


Privilege of Prayer 


It is a great heritage to be prayed for by 
others. Jesus prayed for us. We believe, 
through the word carried down to us 
through the centuries from the apostles, and 
thus according to the Master, he was pray- 
ing for us. Do your parents also pray for 
you, your Sunday-school teacher, your min- 
ister, your friend? Then you are rich in- 
deed. 

But you also have the privilege of pray- 
ing as Jesus did for others, for your chil- 
dren or parents, your pupils or teacher, your 
pastor or people, your fellow-citizens, or the 
people of Japan. Why, you can even pray 
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for the man who sells you bananas, or yells, 
“rags, bones’ on your street, or the 
Knights of Columbus or the Ku Klux Klan, 
or the man that beat you in the election, or 
the woman that said mean things about you, 
or those who would crucify or stone you. 
Can life ever be small, can we ever be little 
with such a privilege as that? But Jesus 
did not pray that they should be taken out 
of this world of task and toil. He wanted 
them to stay and carry on, but he prayed 
for them and you and me that we might be 
kept from the evil and thus fit for our task. 


That They Might Be One 


Three times in this one prayer Jesus of- 
fered that prayer that his followers might 
be one. A divided Church, then, hardly 
seems to be what Jesus would have. He did 
not pray that they should have a certain 
form of government or none at all, that they 
should follow a certain ritual, or perform 
ordinances in a given way; but that they 
might all be one, just as the Father and 
Son are one, that the world might see in 
Jesus God’s message to the world. How 
can the world see God through Jesus when 
we fight for Presbyterianism, or Methodism, 
or Congregationalism, or Baptism? For 
Christ’s sake, let us get together. 


1 Come to Thee 


What a confidence and what a destiny! 
As though he would say, “The day is over 
now, and I come to my bed to sleep,” or 
“The message has been delivered and I come 
back to the one who sent me with it.” After 
the day is over cometh the night of rest. 
Oh, God, give to us a long June day, but 
when it is over, bring us to thee over the 
sunset hills. 


of Selfishness 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR FEBRUARY 8, 1925 
Rom. 15 1-7; Matt. 16: 22-27 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


Have the pastor give a five-minute talk on the 
theme, “Christ’s Cure for Selfishness.’’ Another top- 
ic that perhaps some of your members might profit- 
ably discuss would be, “Selfishness the Taproot of 
Sin.” Another plan might be to have three mem- 
bers tell the story of the three types of selfish men 
featured in the Bible, viz., The rich young ruler, 
Mark 10: 17-22; Dives and Lazarus, Luke 16: 19-81; 
The foolish man who thought to feed his soul on 
physical food, Luke 12: 16-20, 


Thoughts on the Theme 

ROMAN $ 15:1. “We then that are strong 

ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves.” There are mul- 
titudes of people in this world who think of 
selfishness in relation to material posses- 
sions only. This is a very limited concep- 
tion of selfishness. I have known people who 
were generous to a fault when it was a 
question of giving money, but who were the 
most selfish misers when it came to giving 
any physical strength to the lifting of oth- 


ers’ burdens. These people prided them- 
selves on their generosity and would have 
resented any intimation that they were self- 
ish; but they were extremely selfish people. 
We may be supremely unselfish in the giv- 
ing of money and supremely selfish in the 
giving of effort. “Not to please ourselves.” 
Selfishness is eternally thrusting pleasure 
into the seat of duty. Whenever a young 
man or a young woman thrusts aside a 
plain, seen duty for the sake of pleasure, 
that moment they are guilty of selfishness. 
Unselfishness seeks ever to do duty what- 
ever the cost to our selfish pleasure. Self- 
ishness is bounded by our own little petty 
interests; unselfishness reaches out in help- 
fulness and interest into all the vast range 
of the needs of others. 

V. 2. “Let every one of us please his 
neighbor for his good to edification.” There 
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are some selfish souls who do not care 
whether they please their neighbors or not. 
Sometimes it seems in their arrogant selfish- 
ness, that they would almost rather dis- 
please than please, seeming to think that 
this attitude marked them as superior to 
the common run of mankind. It doesn’t, 
though. It catalogs them with the world’s 
inferiors. The world’s noblemen belong to 
a different brood. They are the dispensers 
of helpful service that tends to build up 
their neighbor at the cost of their own self- 
ish pleasures and ease. Remember, the 
servant souls are the superior souls. Christ 
settled that when he said, “Whosoever would 
be great among you let him be your seiv- 
ant.” 

Vs. 3, 4. “Even Christ pleased not him- 
self.” Christ is the great exemplar of the 
principle of unselfishness. If anyone in all 
this universe had a right to please him- 
self, it was Christ. He did not. He bared 
his head to the storm of reproach, with 
breaking heart lie bowed beneath the weight 
of contumely and shame, with torn and 
bleeding hands he staggered up the rugged 
steeps of Calvary, and his pierced side 
opened a living doorway into the Father’s 
house for every wandering, penitent child of 
the race. Jesus, had he been s-ifish, would 
have shunned all of this. He suffered and 
endured it all for others. This is unse!fish- 
ness. 

Vs. 4, 5. Christ suffered all this not only 
for the sake of others, but that he might 
set us an example for high and holy self- 
sacrifice. We may overcome to a great ex- 
tent the selfishness in our nature by main- 
taining an attitude of unselfish helpfulness 
toward others. But we shall never get rid 
of the spirit of selfishness until the Spirit of 
God takes that old selfish heart from us and 
gives us an unselfish one. Here is the se- 
cret of the conquest of selfishness. 


Matt. 16: 21-23. If I am not mistaken, 
this is the first time that Jesus had come 
out openly and told his disciples that the 
goal of his life was the cross and the shame 
and the grave. Peter believed in “safety 
first,” not in the truest sense, safety for the 
sake of others, but in the lowest sense, safe- 
ty for self alone. Jesus taught Peter that 
selfishness was Satanic. 


24. “If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself.” Accent the “himself,” 
please. We are too apt to place the empha- 
sis on the word “deny.” We think too often 
of this command as simply an exhortation 
to self-denial. We proceed, on this assump- 
tion, to deny ourselves some things. Jesus 
meant far more than self-denial; he meant 
self-sacrifice, the crucifixion of the self-life. 
Jesus taught that the only road to the con- 
quest of the self-life was the rough road of 
the cross. Self-conquest comes only by self- 
crucifixion. 

V. 25. “Whosoover will save his life shall 
lose it.” Selfishness is spiritual suicide. 
Selfishness must be destroyed or selfishness 
will destroy the soul. “I am not going to 
wear myself out teaching that class of boys 
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or girls in the Sunday-school. I am not go- 
ing to use my strength to become superin- 
tendent of that Junior society or chairman 
of that committee. I am going to save my 
life. You may save it, physically speaking, 
and lose it spiritually. Selfishness is the 
astringent, the styptic of the soul ever con- 
tracting, ever narrowing it. 

“Whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it.” This does not necessarily 
mean physical life, although it may mean 
that at times; it means the self-life. The 
young man or woman who takes the self- 
made plans of life, the selfish purposes of 
life, and nails them to the cross for Christ’s 
sake, finds a life so much more blessed and 
rich and glorious. 

V. 26. Jesus, having pointed out the way 
for the conquest of selfishness, throws out 
this warning so solemn, so full of ominous 
portent, to the one who is unwilling to take 
that rugged road. To follow the bluebook 
of the selfish life means to be lost in the 
wilderness of sin and finally to be lost in the 
hot desert of Death’s Valley. 


By Way of Illustration 


A young lad named Muller, who was 
picked up from the river after the burning 
of the General Slocum, bore this testimony: 
“My mother gave me a life preserver, that’s 
how I got saved. I guess she didn’t have 
none herself, ’cause they can’t find her.” 

Self-sacrifice is, in one form or another, 
the truest joy of every true man or true 
woman, and the truer one is in real man- 
hood or in real womanhood, the more potent 
is the sway of self-sacrifice in his or her 
life-course.—H. Clay Trumbull. 

“Self-sacrifice” is literally to devote one’s 
self, with all that belongs to one’s self, to 
a holy cause. or to a holy personality. And 
in this view of self-sacrifice, it ought not 
to be other than a glad and joyous devotion. 
If, indeed, the devotion of self lacks the ele- 
ment of jeyousness, it lacks the element of 
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heartiness; and so, while it might pass for 
self-denial, it cannot pass for self-sacri- 
fice.—I bid 

A man who emigrates from the low ccun- 
try of selfishness, where are perpetual chills 
erd fevers, to the highlands of benevolence, 
woes from sickness and barrenne:s to the 
realm of health, and plenty, and joy, where 
his hand can almost pluck the fruits from 
the tree of life itself—Beecher. 

Oh, if I could be master of that house- 
idol, myself, mine own wit, will, credit, and 
ease, how blessed were 1? We have need to 
be redeemed from ourselves, as much as 
from the devil and the world. Learn to put 
out yourselves, and put in Christ for your- 
selves. I should make a good bargain, and 
give old for new, if I could turn out self, 
and substitute Christ, my Lord, in place of 
myself: to say not I, but Christ; not my will 
but Christ’s; not my lusts, not my credit, 
but Christ, Christ—John Flavel. 


Suggested Hymns 


“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross;” 
“Jesus I My Cross Have Taken;” “Am I a 
Soldier of the Cross;” “I Am Coming to the 
Cross.” eon 

For Reading or Recitation 
I held the golden vessel of my soul 
And prayed that God would ‘All it from on high 
Day after day the importuning cry 
Grew stronger—grew, a heaven-accusing dole 
Because no sacred waters laved my bowl. 
“So full the fountain, Lord, wouldst thoy deny 
The little needed for a soul’s supply? 
I ask but this small portion of thy whole.” 


Then from the vast invisible Somewhere, 

A voice, as one love-authorized by Him, 

Spake, and the tumult of my heart was stilled. 
“Who wants the waters must the bowl prepare; 
Pour out the self that chokes it to.the brim, 

But emptied vessels from the source are filled. 
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 


For Discussion 


Name some indications of a selfish life? 

How may one conquer selfishness in the use of 
money ? 

How may one manifest selfishness in service? How 
conquer ? 

How may one show unselfishness on the street? 

Name some rules of good etiquette that are to be 
observed in the interest of unselfishness. 

How is selfishness most likely to manifest itself 
in the home life? How may it be conquered? 

Why is the conquest of selfishness so important ? 


Tipping the Lord 
A Story 


teemed elder of the church at Fair- 

view, was considerably disturbed over 
the morning sermon. That day was the 
time-honored missionary Sunday in the 
Fairview Church, when the church quota 
was read and an offering received for the 
boards and agencies. The Every-member 
canvass plan had not yet supplanted the 
method of the monthly missionary collection 
at Fairview. The sainted old Dr. McGar- 
nock had been accustomed on these oc- 
casions to present a comprehensive state- 
ment of foreign missions. But his brilliant 
successor did not follow his example. In- 
stead, he told a simple story of some of 
God’s children who were trying to find him 
in the dark. An unusually fine discourse, 
thought Elder Worthyman as he dropped 
an envelope into the plate marked, “Benev- 
olences, Timothy Worthyman and Family.” 
In the envelope was a five-dollar bill. 
The congregation sang a hymn right 


T IMOTHY WORTHYMAN, a highly es- 


heartily, while the collectors counted the 
offering. Finally, the announcement was 
made that on the asking of $560 there was 
contributed $197.43, which, they were 
pleased to say, was $29.88 more than for 
any preceding year. The congregation drew 
a long breath and smiled at one another 
complacently. 

Then it happened. The exalted light on 
the minister’s face faded, like a winter sun- 
set, into bleak dismay. His very tones 
sounded flat, as he awkwardly expressed his 
surprise and chagrin at what he termed his 
people’s “incomprehensible failure to meet 
the loving challenge of their Lord.” After 
a long minute’s pause, in which he might 
have been silently praying, he announced a 
special meeting of the official board to de- 
vise the best method of raising the re- 
mainder of the amount asked, and calmly 
dismissed the people. 

Timothy Worthyman’s remark on the way 
home was, “The dominie doesn’t realize the 
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high cost of keeping the church going, and 
that some repairs must be made soon. This 
missionary work is all right, but there is a 
limit to giving, and, anyhow, the Bible says 
that he who doesn’t take care of his own is 
worse than an infidel.” This was intended 
to dispose of the matter, but somehow it 
did not, for he drove in such an absent- 
minded fashion that the family were de- 
voutly thankful to arrive home at last with- 
out broken bones. But before the afternoon 
ended the whole matter was forgotten. 

An entirely unexpected joy came to the 
family early the next morning. The tele- 
phone rang, and the Western Union opera- 
tor repeated this message: 

“Will be in Fairview Monday afternoon, 


one-forty. Let’s talk over old times.— 
HENRY HILLTOP.” 
How the sedate elder’s enthusiasm 


bubbled over! He forgot to hang up the re- 
ceiver; he shouted the news to his family as 
though they were twenty rods away, so 
overcome with delight that his little daugh- 
ter slyly remarked that father was more 
excited over Mr. Hilltop’s coming than the 
minister had been the day before over the 
salvation of the whole heathen world. And 
her father brought a salvo of laughter by 
declaring stoutly that old Hank Hilltop was 
worth seven heathen worlds with the domi- 
nie thrown in. 

As they bowed around the family altar 
that morning, the elder prayed with his 
usual warmth and he mingled petition and 
thanksgiving in tender confusion about the 
name of Henry Hilltop. 

After the children had started away to 
school, the father and mother sat for a time 
in silent understanding. Then in hushed 
tones that trembled just a bit, Timothy 
said: 

“T am wondering if Henry has held to the 
good confession that he made when he and 
I were taken into the church thirty years 
ago. It would half break my heart if he 
has lost the faith that means so much to 
me.” 

“There, there,” replied his wife, ‘don’t 
worry till you have to. They probably have 
churches where Henry lives, and, no doubt, 
he belongs to one of them.” 

How eagerly Timothy met his old friend 
as he alighted from the train, how he 
hurried him to the car and chugged up the 
shady road, how changed and yet unchanged 
the countryside looked to the guest after 
thirty years’ absence, how delighted he was 
at his friend’s prosperity, and, most of all, 
over his charming family; how the talk ran 
from the old days to the new and back to 
the old, flashing from name to name with 
eager question and answer, and -sometimes 
laughter and sometimes a hushed moment 
of sadness! So the afternoon and evening 
passed. When the hour came for worship, 
Timothy took the Book and awkwardly held 
it out toward his friend. His words stumbled 
for the first time. 

“Now, Henry,” he said, “can you—will 
you—I mean are you in the habit—that is, 
do you—” 


Then Mr. Hilltop laughed right heartily. 

“Timothy,” he said, “I am a Presbyterian, 
superintendent of the Sunday-school and an 
elder in the church at Geneva, and I haven’t 
yet begun to practice the good old doctrine 
of backsliding. If you are asking me to 
lead in worship, it will be a great joy to 
me.” 

With a sigh of relief that was deeper 
than for his escape from an embarrassing 
situation, Timothy handed the Bible to his 
friend, and the accustomed worship pro- 
ceeded. 

After the family worship the friends 
talked on. But now the conversation left 
Fairview and gathered around the Hilltop 
home, and, particularly about the church 
there and its work. The brave attempt to 
build a suitable house of worship, the 
gloomy situation of financial inability and 


ANNI 
Look Aloft 


| ad the tempest of life, when the wave and 
the gale R 
Are around and above, if thy footing should 


ail, 

If thine eye should grow dim, and thy cau- 
tion depart, 

“Look aloft,” and be firm, and be fearless 
of heart. 


If the friend who embraced in prosperity’s 


glow, 

With a smile for each joy and a tear for 
each woe, 

Should betray thee when sorrows like clouds 
are arrayed, 

“Look aloft” to the friendship which never 
shall fade. 


Should the visions which hope spreads in 
light to thine eye, 
Like the tints of the rainbow, but brighten 


to fly, 

Then turn, and through tears of repentant 
regret 

“Look aloft” to the sun that is never to set. 


Should they who are nearest and dearest thy 
eart— 
Thy friends and companions—in sorrow de- 


part, 

“Look aloft” from the darkness and dust of 
the tomb 

To that soil where “affection is ever in 
bloom.” 


And, oh! when death comes in his terrors, to 


cast 
His fear on the future, his pall on the past. 
In that moment of darkness, with hope in 
thy heart, 
And a smile in thine eyes, “Look aloft,” and 
depart. 
—A. J. Lawrence. 


AA 


peril, the weekly budget three times greater 
than the aggregate result of the every- 
member canvass, of the turning to prayer, 
and to God’s ancient method of steward- 
ship,—all this Henry Hilltop told. Then 
his voice rang out as he told of the one 
hundred and fifty enrolled as.tithers in the 
Fellowship of Stewardship, of the fountains 
of resources uncovered, of the financial vic- 
tory and the spiritual glory. 

But for the first time Timothy Worthy- 
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man seemed to lose his enthusiasm. And 
when his friend ended his recital by say- 
ing, “What a glorious thing it would be 
for the Kingdom, if the whole Church were 
to get such a vision!” Timothy replied 
rather sourly that he for one did not believe 
in this tithing idea. It was too cold-blooded 
a piece of business. He preferred to give 
to the Lord’s work whatever he wished, as 
it’ was needed. The Bible said, “Freely 
give,” not to give under the compulsion of 
a fixed rule. And more to the same effect. 

Henry made no answer for a moment, 
and then, with the freedom of old friend- 
ship, asked: 

“How much do you give, Timothy, to the 
work of the Master here and throughout 
the world?” 

“Well, I don’t know. About forty or fifty 
dollars a year, I suppose.” 

“And how much is your income?” 

“Close to five thousand. Farming pays 
now.” 

Then Henry seemed inconsequentially to 
forget all about the matter, and said with a 
grin: 

“Did you hear about my first experience 
with a Pullman porter? George was most 
kind in every way through the long hours 
of the journey. He shined my shoes every 
night, he brought me pillows during the 
day, he carried my suitcase to the vestibule 
at the end of the trip and dusted me 
thoroughly. He wished me all sorts of good 
luck. So I fished out a stray dime and gave 
him. Say, Timothy, he froze right off. I 
guess I did not give him enough. What 
would have been right?” 

“Well, you were green,” cried Timothy 
through his laughter. “Ten percent of your 
Pullman fare would have been a good tip, 
and would have made George show every 
ivory.” 

Henry rose saying: “And now it’s bed 
for me.” 

Then with his hands affectionately on his 
friend’s shoulders he added, “Tim, why don’t 
you tip the Lord?” 

Timothy could not even say, “Good night,” 
but stood with his mouth open till his friend 
passed upstairs. Then he subsided into the 
nearest chair and fell back on his favorite 
epithet used in threefold strength: 

“Well, I vum! I vum! I vum!” 

The next day they spent in driving over 
the country calling on old friends. Sudden- 
ly out of a little time of silence, Henry 
spoke. 

“Have you ever noticed, Tim, that we al- 
ways pay some folks and give to others in 
our financial relations?” 

Timothy looked bewildered. 

“T guess I’m off the road. I don’t under- 
stand.” 

“Well, you paid for our dinner today ana 
for our gas. We pay our grocers and doc- 
tors and newsboys. But we give to waiters 
and porters and beggars—and the Lord.” 

“But, Hank,” protested Timothy, “isn’t 
there a difference?” 

“Certainly, several differences. Porters 
and waiters do little duties; and, if we do 
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not bestow the proper tip of ten percent or 
so, they at least look their indignation. The 
Lord gives us all things worth having for 
love’s sake, and we return to him one per- 
cent or less of what he gives us, if we feel 
like it, and the Lord must be pleased with 
the fragments we bestow or, at any rate, 
his Church must say that he is.” 

“You remind me, Hank, of our dominie. 
He is a splendid man, and a fine preacher. 
But when the Kingdom needs some money 
he is a tremendous beggar.” 

“There you are!” cried Henry so sudden- 
ly that Timothy put on the emergency, 
ejaculating: 

“Where?” 

“Why, at the word ‘beggar.’ A definite 
request for a gift of money is begging. And 
you call your preacher a beggar when he 
asks you to give, not pay, to the Lord.” 

Timothy sat for a long silent minute 
without even thinking to start the car. He 
had been rudely shaken out of his accus- 
tomed opinions, and was still turning over 
in his mind the two words, “give” and 
“beg,” “give” and “beg.” And the more he 
thought, the less he liked the combination in 
relation to the church he loved. 

The next morning while they were bowl- 
ing over the roads Henry said to his friend 
in a kind of casual way: 

“How would you like to be a porter?” 

Timothy, busy with the driving, shook his 
head decidedly. 

“Why not,” persisted his friend. 

“Mostly tips. When I deal with a man I 
want him to pay me my due, eye to eye; not 
slip anything into my hand behind my 
back.” 

“I wonder if that is the way the Lord 
feels about it,” quietly remarked Henry, 
and looked innocently towards the distant 
woods. The car stopped short. A man 
simply can’t drive when the fragments of 
lifelong habits are battering his conscience 
raw. 

“Just what do you mean now?” and Tim- 
othy looked a bit frightened as he asked the 
question. 

“Only this. When we give to the Lord 
without any fixed rule, just when we please 
and just as we please, I wonder whether 
he doesn’t feel a bit like a heavenly porter. 
And perhaps, we come to feel like the pas- 
sengers, and fall into the habit of giving 
him whatever spare bit of change we may 
have handy, ‘the blemished and the torn’ 
that Malachi tells about. I wonder if it 
‘wouldn’t be better for the Lord and for us, 
if we just looked him in the eye and gave to 
him according to some fixed rule.” 

Timothy began to appreciate now the 
feeling of his pastor over the smug satis- 
faction with which his congregation viewed 
the increase of its missionary tip to the 
magnificent proportions of almost fifty 
cents a member. 

“Now about those tithers in your church. 
Isn’t it hard to keep them in line?” 

“Yes, it is. They are continually break- 
ing over their tithe and adding freewill 
offerings and gifts. Many are not content 
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with one tithe, as God prospered them they 
have increased the amount of their sepa- 
rated portion.” 
‘“Do you mean to say that they enjoy do- 
ing it, giving a tithe and more?” 
“Surely. We never were so happy before, 
and real religion is gaining right along.” 
Again there was a prolonged silence, and 
there were deep stirrings in the soul of 
Timothy Worthyman. All the springs of 
memory ran free and in a tenderly humor- 
ous way he told of a boyish missionary am- 
bition and of how it lifted up his soul. 
“And to think,” he said at last, “that the 
boy who was willing in those days to give 
all he had, even his own life, should now 
in his prosperity be content to contribute a 
five-dollar bill as his annual share in the 
world-wide task of salvation. You may not 
be right in your tithing notions, but some- 


UWIAA 
So Much to Do, So Little Done 


S.there no debt that thou dost owe 
To lighten others’ care or woe? 
Is there no comfort thou canst give 
To help another creature live? 
Hast thou no peace thou canst bestow 
And let a sadder being know? 
O fellow pilgrim, stop awhile, 
To give a helpful, loving smile, 
Thy life is not thine own to live, 
As thou hast gained, so must thou give! 
But give not only of thy wealth, 
Give, too, a little of thyself. 
O, do not answer thus to me: 
“I’ve greater cares, that first must be.” 
Thou canst not live this way, for, friend, 
What will confront thee at the end? 
Since there is little comfort stored 
For those who live merely to hoard. 
O soul, so stultified and mean, 
What bit of love canst thou, then, glean, 
With not one voice to intercede 
And help thee, in thy pressing need? 
Look then to it... Aye, count the cost 
Of precious helpful moments lost. 
So much to do, so little done! 
It is not strange the world’s unwon. 
So little done by you and me, 
So little love with charity. 
—L. F. Deutzman, in 
Pittsburgh Christian Advocate. 


SOME 


thing is shamefully wrong in my financial 
relations with my Lord and his Kingdom.” 

Tears dimmed the eyes of the two old 
friends and their hands found each other 
for a minute’s tight grip. Then said 
Timothy in low tones: 

“T read the other day of a man who 
boasted that he had patted the Lord on the 
back. It seemed such a strange thing to 
say, but now I know what he meant. I 
have been doing it for years with the pious 
giving of miserable tips out of my abun- 
dance to the dear Lord who saves me by his 
grace. What a miserable Pharisee I was 
and am. Henry, pray for me, that the Lord 
may be merciful to me, a sinner.” 

So the two friends found a heap of stones 
by a lonely road and made it another 
Bethel. And God was in that place and 
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they knew it. And when Henry left the 
next morning the glory went with him, but 
none the less it stayed with Timothy. 

The next Sunday morning, just as the 
congregation was settling itself to listen to 
the sermon, Timothy Worthyman walked 
into the open space before the pulpit. The 
minister nodded to him a cordial permission 
to speak, and sat down. Timothy’s voice 
trembled just a bit but his words were clear 
and unhurried. 

“Brethren, for a long time I have been 
giving about fifty dollars a year to this 
church, and dropping a five-dollar bill into 
the plate as my annual contribution to its 
missionary work. I thought that was about 
all I ought to do in a financial way. I be- 
lieved myself to be an honest Christian man, 
and, since you had elected me to the office, 
somewhat worthy to be an elder in the 
Church of God. 

“Now I know that during all these years 
I have been robbing God, and that my gifts 
were no more than miserable tips that I 
would have been ashamed to offer to a Pull- 
man porter. I have been patting the Lord 
on the back. Every man must answer to 
his own conscience, but as for me and mine, 
we, this day, covenant to give at least the 
tenth of all we possess. 


“I have calculated that my property is 
worth about forty thousand dollars, and 
Dominie, here is my check for four thous- 
and dollars, to be used for such purposes as 
the official board may direct. And, as a 
thank offering, here is another for five hun- 
dred and sixty dollars to cover the mission- 
ary apportionment to this church. What- 
ever else comes in let it be applied on the 
deficit of previous years.” 

After a moment’s hesitation while the 
congregation waited in a strange hush, he 
added: 

“Brethren, I judge no man in this matter, 
but this day I am happier in the Lord tnan 
I have been since that time long ago when 
as a mere boy I dreamed of going forth 
myself to proclaim the gospel to the heathen 
world.” 

As Timothy Worthyman walked to his 
seat no one stirred or spoke except Widow 
Brown, who had been tithing her meager 
pension for twenty years,—and all she said 
was: 

“Hallelujah!”—Sunday School Times. 


o 


An education which does not cultivate the 
will is an education that depraves the mind. 
—Anatole France. 

o 


The roots of the future are in the past. 
Christian progress is toward an ideal al- 
ready revealed. We “grow in Christ.”— 
Selected. 

= 


The true test of a civilization is not the 
census, nor the size of the cities, nor the 
crops, but in the kind of men the country 
turns out.—Emerson. 
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The Children 


What Pussy Said 


Bessie with her kitten 
Sitting on her knee— 
“Pussy, dear, now won’t you 
Try to talk to me? 
Yes, you pretty darling, 
I am sure you could 
Say a little something 
If you only would. 
Now, I’ll ask a question 
Answer, Pussy—do! 
Whom do you love the very best?” 
And Pussy said: “M-you.” 


—St. Nicholas Book of Verse. 


Fred’s Big Sister 

DON’T go much on sisters,” Rodney 

Black was heard to remark, “but I could 
stand a dozen like Fred’s; she’s O. K. Lucky 
dog, that Fred Wilkins.” 

Same here,’ Tim Welsh added. “She’s 
better posted on fish bait and baseball than 
Fred is himself, and as to cookies—oh, my!” 

Fred Wilkin’s house was the most popular 
resort for the boys of the neighborhood, but 
Fred said, good-naturedly, “I’m not chalking 
up any credit to myself for it; it’s all Sue.” 

There never was a girl like her for mak- 
ing mouth-watering tarts and turnovers, 
doughnuts and cookies, and she knew enough 
of a boy’s appetite to make them by the 
gross and the bushel, instead of paltry doz- 
ens and pints. As to skill in bandaging and 
caring for torn and bruised fingers and toes, 
even the doctor, so the boys said, had to take 
a back seat for Sister Sue. Yet, after all, 
her crowning talent was the wonderful way 
she had of patching and darning a ragged 
tear in coat or trousers, so that even one’s 
own mother couldn’t discover it. 


“Say, she’s going to have a birthday next 
Wednesday,” confided one of the boys to the 
other. “Let’s get her a present. She’s al- 
ways loading us up with good things, and 
doing things for us generally.” 

The group of boys readily agreed, and it 
was decided to ask Fred to learn from Sis- 
ter Sue what she most desired as a gift. 
Fred agreed, and promised to report 
promptly. But two days passed, and Fred 
kept away from the other boys or gave un- 
satisfactory answers when approached. 
Finally the boys cornered him. 

“Well, you see,” he said shame-facedly. 
“Sue isn’t like other girls always wanting 
things. If it were Bess, now, she’d tell a doz- 
en things she’d like in one breath.” 

“Well, it isn’t Bess, it’s Sue,” cried Will 
Davis. ‘What does Sue want?” 

Fred took a long breath. “Well, you see,” 
he began, “she couldn’t know I was quizzing 
her for anybody but myself, and she said, 
‘Pshaw! I ain’t going to tell you.’” He 
broke off impatiently. “It isn’t any of your 
business anyway.” 

The boys grew indignant. “Well,” said a 
voice. “I guess it is our business. If you 
think it is going to cost too much, we’re not 
a stingy lot. We’re ready to do it up fine. 
Out with it, Fred!” 

Fred straightened up at that, with a “do- 


or-die” expression on his face. “Maybe 
you'll wish I hadn’t. It is something that’ll 
cost like fun, but I said I’d report, and I’m 
a man of my word, so here goes. She just 
said ‘Frederick Jackson Wilkins, if you want 
to give me a birthday present that I’d like 
better than anything else you take a sheet 
of blank paper and write on it an iron-bound 
promise that you’ll stop smoking cigarettes, 
and sign it.’ And that’s all I could get out 
of her.” 

Fred said afterward, when he told Sue 
about it, “You could have sliced the silence 
that fell over the bunch of boys with a jack- 
knife.” Every boy of them had known that 
Fred’s Sister Sue had no use for cigarettes, 
and they had always been careful to keep 
them out of her sight. It was Fred who fi- 
nally spoke again: 

“Well, I didn’t suppose you’d like it a bit 
better than I did, but you made me tell.” 

“Say, are you going to give Sue what she 
asked for?” spoke up a boy, slyly. 

Fred’s face flushed, but his voice had a 
manly ring and he promptly answered: 
“You just better believe I am. She’s too 
good a sister to disappoint.” 

“That’s what I say,’ blurted out Tom 
Folk. “It would please her mightily to have 
all us boys do the same thing, too. Let’s do 
it. All in favor say Aye.” 

“Aye, aye,” was the firm but quiet re- 
sponse from every boy. 

“There’s one of the boys wants to see you, 
Sue, out in the yard,” said Fred Wilkins to 
his sister on the morning of her birthday. 
“He won’t come in.” 

Sue smilingly accommodated herself to a 
boy’s whim and hurried out into the yard 
where she found Rodney Black. He handed 
her an envelope, bulky and broad. “From 
us boys, just to start off your birthday 


cheerful,” he told her. 


Fred lingered around when Sue opened 
the envelope and read the promises written 
in many boyish hands to stop smoking, and 
heard a fervent girlish, “Bless their hearts! 
How did they know how much I wanted them 
to do this very thing?” 

She wouldn’t have been a girl if she hadn’t 
been wonderfully pleased at the mammoth 
box of bonbons that come later, labeled in 
boyish hands, “Bought with the money we 
didn’t spend on cigs.” But she always in- 
sisted that, delicious as it was, it wasn’t to 
be mentioned in the same breath with the 
presents that came in the envelope.—Union 
Signal. 

Helping One Another 


‘THE basket of blocks was on the ground, 
and three rather cross little faces looked 

down at it. 

“It’s too heavy for me,” said Jimmy. 

“Well, you’re as big as I am, ’cause we’re 
twins,” said Nellie. 

“I won’t carry it,” said the little cousin 
with a pout. 

Mamma looked from her open window, 
and saw the trouble. 


“One day I saw a picture of three little 
birds,” she said. “They wanted a long stick 
carried somewhere, but it was too large 
for any one of them to carry. What do you 
think they did?” 

“We don’t know,” said the twins. 

“They all took hold of it together,” said 
mamma, “and then they could fly with it.” 

The children laughed and looked at each 
other; then they all took hold of the basket 
together, and found it was very easy to car- 


ry. 

“The way to do all hard things in this 
world,” said mamma, “is for every one to 
help a little. No one can do them all, but 
every one can help.”—The Herald and Pres- 
byter. 

The Snowdrop 
HE snow lay deep, for it was winter 
time. The winter winds blew cold, but 
there was one house where all was snug and 
warm. And in the house lay a little flower; 
in its bulb it lay under the earth and the 
snow. 

One day the rain fell, and it trickled 
through the ice and snow down into the 
ground. And presently a sunbeam, pointed 
and slender, pierced down through the 
ground and tapped on the bulb. 

“Come in,” said the flower. 

“I can’t do that,” said the sunbeam. 
“I’m not strong enough to lift the latch. I 
shall be stronger when the springtime 
comes.” 

“When will it come spring?” asked the 
flower of every little sunbeam that rapped 
on its door, but for a long time it was win- 
ter. The ground was still covered with 
snow, and every night there was ice in the 
water. The flower grew quite tired of wait- 
ing. 

“How long is it!” it said. “I feel quite 
cramped. I must stretch myself and rise up 
a little. I must lift the latch and look out 
and say ‘good morning’ to the spring.” 

So the flower pushed and pushed. The 
walls were softened by the rain and warmed 
by the little sunbeams; so the flower shot up 
from under the snow, with a pale green bud 
on its stalk and some long, narrow leaves on 
either side. It was biting cold. 

“You are a little too early,” said the wind 
and the weather; but every sunbeam sang, 
“Welcome,” and the fidwer raised its head 
from the snow and unfolded itself, pure and 
white and decked with green stripes. It 
was weather to freeze it to pieces, such a 
delicate little flower, but it was stronger 
than anyone knew. It stood in its white 
dress in the white snow, bowing its head 
when the snowflakes fell and raised it again 
to smile at the sunbeams. And every day 
it grew sweeter. 

People passing by looked in on the beau- 
tiful white blossom and felt happier. For a 
little blossom or a little child can make the 
world brighter. 

“QO,” shouted the children as they ran 
into the garden, “see the snowdrop! There 
it stands so pretty, so beautiful, the first, 
the only one!”—Hans Christian Andersen. 
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Some New Books 


(Any book can be furnished by The Christian Publishing Association 
at publisher’s price). 


The Person of Christ. 
Doran. $1.25. 


This is a republication of a fine book 
upon the divinity of Christ by this noted 
author, whose name is a guarantee of care- 
ful scholarship and cogent reasoning. The 
theme makes it particularly interesting just 
at this time when the subject is so much 
to the front and many will turn to this book 
for guidance and argument. 


By Philip Schaff. 


Church Life in the Rural South. 
mund deS. Brunner. Doran. 


By Eda- 
$2.50. 


Dr. Brunner has made an outstanding 
place for himself in the Church today by 
the invaluable surveys which he has made 
of country church conditions. This one is 
particularly readable and valuable and 
ought to stir the Southland to a new reali- 
zation of the need of its rural churches, 
even as many northern sections have been 
stirred by similar surveys. 


What Is Success? 
Revell. $1.25. 


Roger W. Babson is too well known in the 
world of big finance to need any introduc- 
tion. But of recent years he has turned 
his attention more and more to the religious 
and moral elements in life. This is an in- 
teresting analysis of the principles of suc- 
cess as he has found those principles mani- 
fested in the lives of some of the prominent 
and successful men whom he has known. 


After Ninety Years. By Edwin Wilbur 
Rice. American Sunday-school Union. 


The actual life story of a back country 
farmer’s boy who worked his way through 
many difficulties to a life of service. 


Science and Prayer. By Herbert Booth 
Smith. Revell. $1.25. 


These are studies in communion and in- 
tercession which defend the principle and 
worth of prayer. It discusses such subjects 
as, “Has Modern’ Science Invalidated 
Prayer? How Can We Prove God Answers 
Prayer? Is It Worth While to Pray? What 
Are the Hindrances to Successful Prayer?” 


By Charles L. 


By Roger W. Babson. 


What Are You Worth? 
Goodell. Doran. $1.25. 


Pastors, Christian teachers, and other 
workers with young people will be glad in- 
deed for these college talks on life’s prob- 
lems by the noted evangelistic leader, Dr. 
Goodell. They take hold of such vital 
queries as business, friendship, reading, en- 
vironment—driving great spiritual truths 
through them all. 


The Prophets of Israel, in History and 
Criticism. By Harold M. Wiener. Robert 
Scott, Publisher. 


One of the happy phases of modern Bible 
study is the increasing emphasis which is 
being laid upon the teachings of the Old 
Testament and their application to the 
moral and social conditions of today. One 
cannot master the theme too thoroughly 
and so should welcome this careful critical 
study. It interweaves sufficient history to- 
gether with the proper historical setting 
and brings out the true values of the vari- 
ous passages. 


The Quest of the Hidden Ivory. By Jose- 
phine Hope Westervelt. Revell. $1.75. 








The Two of Us in Africa. 
Rittenhouse. Revell. $1.50. 
Two splendid books to stir the interest or 

children and young folks in Africa. The 

first is a breezy story for boys, full of just 
the kind of adventure about which boys love 
to read; and at the same time full of many 
side lights upon the world life of that great 
continent. The second is more for girls, 
though the boys will like it also. It is the 
story of two girls, one white and the other 
black, who lived in the home of an Ameri- 
can missionary in the Dark Continent. It 
gives interesting details of the manners, 
customs, and superstitions of the natives. 

Both books will make fit additions to your 

mission library. 


By Dicie M. 


Mothers. 
Union Press. 


By Laura Merrihew Adams. The 


$1.25. 


Here is a unique volume that will con- 
vey a beautiful greeting as a gift book for 
Mothers’ Day or mother’s birthday. It is 
a collection of brief studies of some of the 
great mothers of the Bible and of history. 
The true motherly instinct and the fine 
literary skill of the author have enabled 
her to paint the privilege and glory of 
motherhood with rare charm. And the other 
members of the family, even more than the 
mother, should read it. 


Church 
Garrett. 


Usher’s Manual. By Willis O. 


Revell. Fifty cents. 


Excepting the janitor, we know no im- 
portant functionary in the church which 
has been more neglected in efficiency litera- 
ture than the usher. The office of usher is 
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a most important one and needs to be em- 
phasized just as this little volume of sug- 
gestions and pointers so well does. 


Climbing Manward. By Frank H. Cheley. 
Macmillan. $1.75. 


When it comes to boys, Frank H. Cheley 
knows his subject and just how to handle 
boys. He knows just what they ought to 
hear and how to say it so that they will 
listen. He always talks in an easy, familiar 
style, and mixes in plenty of incident ana 
illustration to grip the young chaps’ atten- 
tion. In this way he here covers such 
themes as, “Who Owns You? Are You 
Worth Your Salt? How Long Is Your 
Yardstick? Stealing Your Own Best 
Chances,” and many other such themes 
vital to a boy’s life. We unhesitatingly 
recommend this volume, both to the boy 
himself and to his daddy and teacher. 


Marked Testament. Oxford University 

Press. Thirty-five cents. 

The two hundred verses which are 
marked in this stiff paper bound edition of 
the New Testament, will help to make plain 
God’s way of salvation through Christ. 


The Torchbearers. By Mabel Ansley 

Murphy. The Union Press. 

The Life stories of twenty of the world’s 
great religious leaders from Chrysostom to 
Dwight L. Moody, the reading of which will 
give one much historical setting. 


Seripture Promises, or The Christian’s In- 
heritance. By Samuel Clark. Doran. 
Seventy-five cents. 

The Exodus in the Light of Archaeology. 
By J. S. Griffiths. Robert Scott, Pub- 
lisher. 

Never the Twain Shall Meet. 
Kyne. Cosmopolitan. 


By Peter B. 


Communications 


From An Old Friend 


I cannot resist the temptation of writing 
you a few words of appreciation of The Her- 
ald. It seems to be getting better every 
week. My dear husband has taken the paper 
for many years, since 1867; and since he 
passed away it has been a great comfort to 
me. I would like to take the paper while 
I live, as in looking through it, I see so 
many dear old pastors who used to be asso- 
ciated with my late companion in the minis- 
try. I am in my seventy-eighth year. My 
eyes are growing dim, and I can hardly see 
to read, but I read my Herald and enjoy it. 

DELILA JOHNSON. 

Eaton, Indiana. 


Rev. John Bowdish Gove 


Ex-President and Field Secretary of New 
York Eastern Conference 


Once more the “Reaper” has swung his 
cycle, thus cutting off from human associa- 
tion one whom we learned to love. Once 
more the golden strings of a human life have 
snapped, silencing to the physical ear the 
symphonic vibrations of an instrument un- 
der the touch of the divine Master. Like the 
few of old, who saw a dear and influential 
Friend returning unto the home from 
whence he came, we who had the privilege 
to know Brother Gove are lifting tear- 
stained faces and quivering lips toward the 
sky at this time. 

But we know that “all things work to- 
gether for good,” and the parting will not 
be long. For before the curtain falls on this 


present century, we, too, will have felt the 
cold quiver and the gradual breaking of that 
delicate cord that binds us to the ephemeral. 
Yet in the knowledge of the known and un- 
known, an aching exists that time and heav- 
enly communion only can heal. 

During the time of my pastorate at Rural 
Grove I was in daily contact with John Bow- 
dish Gove, considering grave and trivial 
matters alike. From the first meeting, he 
appealed to me as a man of exceptional fac- 
ulties; calm, even disposition, and possess- 
ing a keen generosity in the disposition of 
his finances. As our acquaintance devel- 
oped, I gradually learned that my estimation 
of him was correct and that I had a bona 
fide friend and co-worker in him. His coun- 
sel and influence were always an aid and 
inspiration which shall always remain to me 
like the most fragrant flowers. 

His interest in Kingdom work was excep- 
tional, laboring as field secretary of the New 
York Eastern Conference with a very small 
salary, from which he paid all his expenses, 
for several years, while he had large agri- 
cultural interests that demanded all his time 
when he was privileged to be at home. His 
was the enlarged vision of serving with time, 
money, and zeal. 

Like in the depressing days of the world 
conflict against monarchism, when we 
scanned the “list” for the names of dear 
and intimate friends, we today in the world 
conflict against sin have written on the tab- 
let of our hearts the name and deeds of a 
friend and brother who has fallen in the 
line of duty, while a voice from within seems 
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‘to say, “He has just crossed the ‘River’ that 
_you will cross some day.” 
J. W. KEMMERER. 
Morganville, New York. 


Postscripts 
Since I have known The Herald, its edi- 
torials have never been so thought-compell- 
ing, neither has the entire journal been 
- quite so representative of the position of the 
Christians, as today. J. E. ETTER. 
Greenville, Ohio. 


I surely enjoy reading the reports of the 
fine work done by the leaders of the Chris- 
tian Church in the January issue of The 
Journal of Christian Education, and find the 
Christian Endeavor articles printed in the 
same a great help in my Christian Endeavor 
work. I also find the good old faithful Her- 
ald of Gospel Liberty quite an interesting 
church paper. 

HERBERT J. MYERS. 

Jamaica, Long Island. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 


Providence, Rhode Island, January 16— 
More than two hundred persons attended 
the annual meeting recently held at the 
Elmwood Christian Church. The annual 
report of Secretary Ernest A. Chase indi- 
cated the largest increase in membership 
for any year in the history of the church, 
eighty-eight pesons having joined during 
the past year. Favorable reports were also 
ready from the various departments of the 
work. The business meeting was preceded 
by a banquet served by the women’s guild, 
and a program of entertainment. A travel- 
ing bag was presented to Ernest A. Chase 
in recognition of his long service as choris- 
ter, the presentation being made by Deacon 
B. F. Robinson. The annual election of 
officers was held. The church, is splendidly 
organized with an exceptionally large num- 
ber of members serving on the various 
committees. 

E. J. BopMAN, Field Secretary. 


ROCKINGHAM CONFERENCE 

Amesbury, Mass., January 17—The mis- 
sionary meeting in December was a candle- 
light service held at the parsonage. The 
Sunday evening previous to Christmas was 
devoted to a Christmas cantata and a White 
Gift service. The offering taken that eve- 
ning was sent to Franklinton. The White 
Gifts were as follows: The Sunshine class 
contributed toward the installing of a new 
furnace in the church. The Delta Alphas 
and Primary classes sent their gifts to 
Carversville. One class contributed to the 
Salvation Army. Two other classes gave to 
Lend-a-Hand, a local organization. Mr. 
True’s class contributed to the local music 
funds, and Mrs. Rodan’s class and the Miz- 
pah class contributed to the general expense 
of the church. There was a large gather- 
ing at the Christmas tree. An interesting 
entertainment was given at this time, an im- 
portant feature being a play entitled Mrs. 
Santa Claus, written by Ida Montzel, a 
member of our Bible School. On the Christ- 
mas tree was a purse for Rev. and Mrs. 
Fielder given by the members of the con- 
gregation. In November the Delta Alphas 
held a Piggly-Wiggly. At this sale they 
raised fifty dollars. The Christian Endeav- 
or society pledged to pay for one ton of 
coal, the Delta Alphas promised to pay for 
another ton, and the Bible School for still 
another ton. The installing of the new fur- 
nace in the church has been a great satis- 
faction to pastor and congregation and has 
met a real need, as the other furnace had 
been used about twenty years and did not 
heat the building. The Mizpah class gave a 
fire screen to the parsonage for a New 
Year’s gift. The committee for the watch 
night service at the parsonage was as fol- 
lows: From the C. E. society, Miss Ruth 
Roden; from the Ladies’ Aid, Mrs. Charles 
Tanner; from the Willing Helpers, Mrs. 


Golden; from the Sunday-school, Mrs. Hoyt. 
The latter led the devotional service.— 
GRACE CHASE, Church Correspondent. 


ILLINOIS 


Tuscola, January 23—The revival at Tus- 
cola is in full swing. Ten so far have come 
into the church. We close next Sunday 
night, as far as I know now. The Sunday- 
school has again broken its record, and from 
all prospects it will go to three hundred 
before the year is out. With a live superin- 
tendent and corps of wide-awake teachers, 
things are bound to move. The missionary 
society is awake and doing good. The 
Christian Endeavor society is also alive. 
The Arthur Church received one new mem- 
ber on confession of faith on the fourth of 


HN 
Shut In 


(COME out of doors!” the wise ones say, 
“Amid the flowers and dew 
You'll find your troubles fly away, 
Your loveliest dreams come true. 
The stars will weave a tapestry 
Of gold above your head.” 
But how can I go out of doors 
Who cannot leave my bed? 


Yet windows make a homely frame 
For glory, green, and light; 

And if my feet are hard to move, 
My fingers still can write. 

The God who does not let me romp 
About this world of his 

Will let me tell the rest how fair 
Their playground really is. 


They have the flowers too near all day 
To mix them in their prayers; 
They see too much of sky to read 
The tapestry of stars. 
Perhaps some little line of mine 
Will set these matters right 
And bring them close to star and flower, 
In heart as well as sight. 
—Claribel Weeks Avery. 


EA 


this month—a young woman who has con- 
siderable talent to do good. We are expect- 
ing three more members the first Sunday in 
February. Rev. G. W. Rippey, of Atwood, 
recently went through a gracious revival 
with twenty-five additions. He is getting to 
be a young man and great things will be 
heard from our new president. I believe the 
Christian Church will yet come into her own 
and the world will know who the Christian 
Church is and will love her too.—THos. C. 


HOUSE. 
INDIANA 


Mooney, January 19—I recently had the 
privilege of attending a three weeks’ evan- 
gelistic meeting conducted by Rev. P. W. 
Hunsinger with the Liberty Christian 
Church, Jackson County. Brother Hunsing- 
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er’s heart and mind are in his work. If any 
church wants the plain, old-fashioned Holy 
Ghost religion, he can supply it. But if 
you want easy, flowery, ear-tickling sermons, 
you will be disappointed if you get Brother 
Hunsinger, for he cannot preach that kind 
of sermons. In his revival work here, there 
were twenty-three additions to the church, 
ranging in ages from nine to seventy-five. 
The church was greatly benefited. If you 
need a spiritual awakening, I can recom- 
mend him as the one you need.—PErRrRY D. 
MAPLES. 


Winona Lake, January 19—Our revival 
at the Greentown Church closed Wednesday 
night. The best part of it being the great 
uplift to the church members. There were 
eight uniting with the church, including 
Rev. P. W. Hunsinger, who brought his 
membership from Kokomo Christian Church. 
Brother Hunsinger has been doing very 
commendable work in his churches, namely, 
Crooked Creek, where thirty-five were con- 
verted and twenty-four added to the church; 
Ora, where thirty-two were converted and 
twelve added to the church; and Raintown, 
where twenty-two were converted. While 
he had the assistance of an evangelist, yet 
much of the success came through his pray- 
ers and consecration. Brother Hunsing- 
er has been pastor of these churches for 
three years. He is open for evangelistic 
work to those who may need his services. 
Let us all watch and pray.—J. J. BEISIEGEL. 


Hagerstown, January 20—At the regular 
meeting of the Aid Society the first Tuesday 
after noon in January the new officers— 
Mrs. Charles Doestler, president; Mrs. Vic- 
tora Sells, vice-president; Mrs. Albert 
Bland, secretary, and Mrs. Carrie Jones, 
treasurer—were installed and a luncheon 
given in honor of the retiring officers. Mrs. 
Carrie Jones had served the society for five 
years as its president, and Mrs. Della Fox 
thirty years as its treasurer, continuously 
ever since the society was organized. A 
pitch-in luncheon was served to about for- 
ty members. The afternoon was spent so- 
cially and will remain a bright spot in our 
memory as the years roll by. January 13 
was the first anniversary of the missionary 
society. In one year it has grown to forty- 
seven members and we are hoping that this 
year will bring as many more into our ranks. 
The program was carried out as arranged 
by the Woman’s Board of Missions and was 
interesting throughout. Dr. Speer’s book, 
“Of One Blood,” has been a great inspira- 
tion to our society even though it has over- 
turned our long cherished notions about the 
races of men, who have been made of one 
blood. The hostess was Mrs. Carrie Jones, 
at whose home we organized one year ago, 
and the leader was Mrs. Wm. Wissler. The 
Anti Can’t and the Barraca classes held 
their monthly meeting at the church last 
Friday evening. The business meetings were 
held separately after which they had a so- 
cial evening together. There was a pro- 
gram in keeping with the new year and 
then a light supper was served. Both class- 
er were well represented and the new offi- 
cers for the year were in charge. The Ways 
and Means committee held several meetings 
last week to figure and plan on the recon- 
struction of the church. The roof having 
caught fire twice within the past year, it 
seems necessary that something be done if 
we expect to keep our church. And then 
our Sunday-school is much too large to fit 
into the space we have for it. Should it 
continue to grow—and we trust that it will 
—we are wondering just what we will do 
since our classes almost lap over at the 
present time. December 2 the Aid society 
held its Christmas bazaar in the basement 
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of the church. The several booths were 
beautifully decorated and very prettily ar- 
ranged. Many attended and the sales far 
exceeded our expectations. At the supper 
hour a cafeteria luncheon was well served. 
It was a success financially and otherwise. 
Rev. H. H. Short will aid Rev. M. W. Butler 
in a Kingdom Enlistment meeting at the 
First Christian Church in Muncie the first 
week in February. He will also aid Brother 
Treber at the Millville Christian Church 
the latter part of February.—ELIZABETH 
JOHNSON. 


Huntington, January 17—The work of the 
Huntington Christian Church moves along 
nicely under the pastoral leadership of Rev. 
Raymond G. Clark and wife. Brother Clark 
began his pastorate here August 1, 1924, and 
at once began to plan the work for a pro- 
gressive campaign. One of the first things 
done was to purchase one hundred fifty new 
songbooks, “Hymns of the Living Age,’ 
which have added very greatly to the in- 
terest in that department. A two weeks’ 
evangelistic service with a follow-up cam- 
paign has resulted in fifty-three additions 
to the church from the latter part of Sep- 
tember to the present date. On the advice 
of the pastor, the official board of the church 
provided for a junior Church membership 
in which all children, who are consecrated, 
are enrolled, as well as other children unit- 
ing with the church under twelve years of 
age. Each year there will be a special serv- 
ice at which all Junior members who have 
reached the age of twelve years will be given 
the opportunity of being transferred to the 
regular church roll. This is taking care 
of the children in the church, forty-three 
being enrolled. Our choir, under the lead- 
ership of Mrs. Montgomery Purviance, has 
increased in membership, and is giving fine 
service. An excellent cantata was ren- 
dered at Christmas time, “The Holy Na- 
tivity,” which was much appreciated by a 
large audience. The increased activity in 
the church is also being felt in the work of 
the Sunday-school and the Christian En- 
deavor society, the attendance having in- 
creased in both during the past few months. 
The Sunday-school attendance has passed 
the three hundred mark during the past few 
Sundays, and the offerings are also good. 
A fine attendance was present at the last 
quarterly business meeting. The reports 
were encouraging and promise well for the 
future of the church activities. One of the 
fine things of the past few months has been 
the result of the work in the church 
finances: First, a campaign for the new 
songbooks and the coal and street assess- 
ment resulted in raising about $400, which 
has all been paid in, in cash; then a definite 
campaign to raise $2,000 which will clear 
the church of all indebtedness, excepting 
that of the parsonage. Men and women went 
out into the different groups into which our 
church membership is divided, and asked 
for an amount which had been apportioned 
by a committee appointed for that purpose, 
and nearly all pledged the amount asked 
of them, and some much more, so that when 
the returns were all in the amount was 
“over the top” with a surplus for good 
measure. A few are yet to pledge who were 
not ready to do so at the time when they 
were called on, but promised to pay later. 
These pledges are being paid weekly or 
monthly, and are all to be paid in full by 
June 30, 1925. During the next few months 
the stress will be placed on evangelism by 
a campaign of calls and personal work, end- 
ing with a series of meetings at the Easter 
time, when we hope to have added one hun- 
dred to the church membership since Broth- 
er Clark took the work last August. Broth- 
er Clark is active in all movements for the 
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advancement of the interests of the city, 
such as Parent-Teachers’ work in the 
schools, etc. He is now teaching a class in 
salesmanship at the city high school in con- 
nection with the night school work being 
carried on there. The Huntington Church 
is finding excellent leaders in Rev. and 
Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Clark being active in all 
the different lines of church activity, includ- 
ing singing in the choir and teaching a class 
in the Sunday-school.—SPECIAL CORRESPOND- 
ENT. 


LONG ISLAND 


Jamaica, January 18—From July, 1924, 
to December 31, 1924, we have made a gain 
in membership of fifty percent. Our mem- 
bership has increased since Brother Chas. 
S. Warner became pastor of our church 
last July, and we praise the Lord for the 
progress we are makng toward the advance- 
ment of his work in this field. The Junior, 
Intermediate, and Senior C. E. societies are 
doing a splendid work, and will receive sev- 
eral prizes for contests, etc., at the fourth 
annual Queens County C. E. Union to be 
held February 12, 1925. At our prayer- 
meeting service each week we take three spe- 
cial items to be prayed for in connection 
with the general work of the church. For 
the past three weeks we have been praying 
that some of our young folks and boys and 
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Jesus, Our All in All 


Spring of our hope eternal, 
Light of the evening sun, 
Author of joys supernal, 
Inspirer of youth begun, 
Bearer of burdens grievous, 
Healer of hearts made sore, 
Comfort when men deceive us, 
End of all strife and war! 


Keeper of vigils instant 

Drier of eyes that weep, 
Soother of souls impatient, 

Giving his loved ones sleep; 
Cheerer of lives made lonely, 

Lifter of those who fall, 
Jesus, always and only, 

Jesus, our all in all! 

Charles Elmer Furman, in— 

Moody’s Bible Institute Monthly. 


t } 


girls of the Sunday-school might make a 
definite stand for Christ. There are eight 
boys in our Sunday-school between the ages 
of ten and sixteen, who have been just full 
of the old mischief, etc., and during the 
past month have caused us some trouble, but 
we have been very patient with them. At 
our prayer meeting on January 138, the eight 
boys were present, and after the meeting the 
boys stayed with our pastor and began ask- 
ing questions concerning Jesus and God’s 
Kingdom, and became so earnest that with- 
out any effort on the part of the pastor the 
eight boys gladly accepted Christ as their 
Savior, and expressed their desire to become 
better Christians, which again is proof that 
God answers prayer. Miss Martha Kick’s 
class of ten girls has just completed a fine 
record of one hundred percent class attend- 
ance for twelve weeks, followed by our pas- 
tor’s class with a record of eleven weeks of 
one hundred percent attendance. The above- 
mentioned eight boys are a part of this class 
of twelve boys. On January 4, 1925, our 
Sunday-school has entered a one: hundred 
percent attendance class contest with the 
Tullytown Christian Sunday-school, of 
which Rev. A. T. Langley is superintendent, 
and our Sunday-school is leading with a 
score to date of 4-0. Also to announce the 
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engagement of our Senior C. E. president, 
Miss Katherine Jager, to Rev. Arthur T. 
Langley, pastor of the Tullytown Christian 
Church, Pa. The Lord has wonderfully 
blessed all the activities of our work during 
the past six months, and we pray for a 
greater work for 1925.—HERBERT J. MYERS, 
Clerk. 
MARYLAND 


Havre de Grace, January 20—The Web- 
ster Community Christian Church held its 
election of Sunday-school officers on Sunday 
morning. Mr. Wilbur Walker was elected 
superintendent; Miss Harriett E. Cooley, 
assistant superintendent; Miss Louise Chan- 
dler, secretary; Mrs. Wm. Tobin, treasurer; 
Mrs. Otis Trednay, pianist; and Miss Fran- 
cis Trednay, assistant. Sunday morning 
was rainy and traveling was very rough, but 
with all that we had an attendance of forty- 
four. Mrs. Milton Sutcliffe has been con- 
fined to her home for over a week, with an 
attack of grippe. A great many of our 
members are on the sick list. One of our 
faithful members who is always in his place 
on Sundays has been sick for several weeks 
with typhoid fever, but we are glad to note 
he is improving. The Ladies’ Aid society is 
making arrangements to hold 2 supper the 
evenings of February 12 and 13. The first 
night will be a roast beef supper, the sec- 
ond a chicken supper. We had two power- 
ful sermons on Sunday by our minister, 
Rev. Milton Sutcliffe. In the morning the 
sermon was on prayers being answered ; in 
the evening it was on “Faith.” The evening 
service was a most impressive sermon. Af- 
ter the sermon the invitation was given for 
any who wished to unite with the church. 
All lights were extinguished except an elec- 
tric star in the front of the church, when a 
little boy, twelve years old, by the name of 
James Shane, came forward. The Spirit of 
the Lord was with us and there were eight 
who came forward and united with the 
church.—HARRIETT E. COOLEY. 


MISSOURI 


Albany, January 21—Mr. Huff has made 
a wonderful progress in the Sunday-school 
of the Pleasant Grove Church since the 
beginning of the school year. Every one 
seems to take a great deal of interest in the 
work. . Mr. Huff organized a Christian En- 
deavor society about two weeks ago. We 
are new in the work, but find it interesting. 
The Christian work through our community 
is doing splendidly. We ask for your 
prayers that our work in the Kingdom may 
progress.—M. J. DOAN and MARVIN HUFF, 
Pastors. 


NEW YORK 


Plainville, January 20—The work is mov- 
ing forward here in spite of the snow and 
drifts. We are trying to advertise the 
church in every way we can. Special church 
letterheads have been printed, and a couple 
of letters recently sent out to all of the 
members. Calendars advertising the church 
and its services have also been sent to all 
members and Plainville people. We are 
slowly growing. The people are coming out, 
especially the young folks. When the writer 
came to this pastorate, the average attend- 
ance at the Sunday morning service was 
twenty-five to thirty, and no night service. 
Now we average around fifty even in bad 
weather. The Christian Endeavor society 
is quite alert, and the evening service is 
growing in interest. Our young people re- 
cently donated fifteen Bibles to the Sunday- 
school and church. We had a New Year’s 
party on New Year’s Eve, from nine to 
twelve. First we had two hours of fun and 
fellowship, then half an hour for lunch, and 
a half hour of praise and prayer, after 
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which I asked for pledges for songbooks. 
Seventy were pledged, in lots of from one to 
five each. In connection with my pastoral 
work here, I am attending school at Auburn 
three days a week, which keeps me busy, 
especially just now when the roads are bad 
and drifted with snow.—Mrs. F. E. BUL- 
LOCK. 


OHIO 


Georgetown, January 21—December 14, 
the writer was called as pastor of the 
Russellville Christian Church, Brown Coun- 
ty. On January 4, we began a two weeks’ 
meeting with Rev. Clark A. Denison, of 
Dayton, as evangelist. Brother Denison is 
a splendid speaker. His appeals to the 
non-christian were very strong and haa 
their desired effect. The people of Russel- 
ville were very much interested and mani- 
fested a fine spirit during the entire meet- 
ing. The other three churches in the town 
co-operated with us splendidly. The church 
has been greatly revived and strengthened 
by this meeting, and thirty-eight members 
were added to the church. These meetings 
were well attended, closing on the night of 
January 18 with an attendance estimated at 
five hundred. We give God the praise for 
the success and the good that may have 
been done.—A. J. BOWMAN, Pastor. 


Dayton, January 22—The Riverdale 
Christian Church is just completing an 
addition to be used for children under nine. 
It will contain three separate departments 
—the Cradle Roll, the Beginners, and the 
Primary—with plenty of room for one hun- 
dred and fifty children. These rooms will 
be equipped with tables, proper chairs, 
blackboards, and pianos, so that each can do 
departmental work with separate worship 
exercises. This will make available in the 
present building a separate Junior Depart- 
ment that can have its own worship and 
class work. The change will also give in- 
dividual classrooms to both of the ladies” 
classes. It is assured now that the Council 
of Religious Education of Dayton will use 
this new building, beginning in September, 
for week-day: instruction in connection with 
the Brown School. The building is so ar- 
ranged that its daily use will not interfere 
with the use of the rest of the church build- 
ing. With this new equipment a church 
school of six hundred can be accommodated. 
—CORRESPONDENT. 


Columbus Grove, January 16—There were 
one hundred twelve souls won to Christ in 
four days in the Kingdom Enlistment Week 
campaign, January 4-11. Sunday morning 
was a day that will be long remembered in 
the history of our church. This was the 
closing day of our week campaign in which 
Rev. J. C. DeRemer, of Britton, Michigan, 
preached and labored so earnestly with us, 
bringing a message every evening to a large 
audience. A large choir under the direction 
of Mr. Alferd Shumate, of Lima, Ohio, de- 
livered the message in song at each service. 
There were several personal workers that 
started out on Thursday morning and con- 
tinued working faithfully, bringing the mes- 
sage of Christ into the homes and hearts of 
those who had not received Christ as their 
Savior, as in the days of the Early Church 
(Acts 2: 46, 47). The Lord wonderfully 
blessed in this personal work and the result 
of the united efforts and the prayers of 
praying people were that ninety-eight came 
forward and united with the church at the 
morning service. This was one of the great- 
est services that the writer ever witnessed 
in the seven short years of his ministry. 
Sunday evening service was a great success. 
Rev. G. B. Garner of the Cairo Christian 
Church was with us and offered prayer. 


There were eleven persons that came for- 
ward at this service and three who were shut 
in on account of sickness were received to 
membership during the week, making a to- 
tal of one hundred twelve during the week. 
There are several more who have pledged 
their intentions to become affiliated with the 
church in the near future. The members 
of the Young People’s Congress of this con- 
ference have pledged themselves to win five 
hundred young people to Christ this 
conference year, and our young peo- 
ple have done well on their part, for by 
the help of God, they have won forty-five 
young people to Christ in this revival. If 
you want your young people to work, give 
them a challenge and a place in the church 
to work. The Junior Endeavor, under the 
direction of Miss Helcie Bogart, is grow- 
ing in numbers and interest. The Sunday- 
school is the largest of the four Protestant 
churches in our little village. There were 
two hundred ninety-six present last Sun- 
day morning. The Lord has been blessing 
us in our church work by increasing our at- 
tendance at the public services. There are 
more people that attend the public services 
than there were last year. Brethren, pray 
for us.—PETER WASSON, Pastor. 


Plattsburg, January 17—We wish to re- 
port the work in our pastorate doing real 
well. Our second “White Gift” Christmas 
service was a decided success. The program, 
“No Room in the Inn,” was put on by a 
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The Final Thought 


WHlcH way are my feet set? 
Through infinite changes yet 

Shall I go on, 

Nearer and nearer drawn 

To thee, 

God of Eternity. 

How shall the human grow, 

By changes fine and slow, 

To thy perfection from the life—dawn 
sought? 

What is the highest thought? 

Love! Faith is born of it! 

Death is the scorn of it! 

It fills the earth and thrills the heaven 
above: 

And God is love, 

And life is love, though we heed it not, 

Love is the final thought. 

—Maurice Thompson. 
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group of young men and women in costume 
under the direction of Carl F. Funderburg. 
The life-sized chalk drawings made by Mrs. 
Baldwin, the pastor’s wife, were admired 
by every one. Mrs. Baldwin is a real artist, 
and is a great help to the community. The 
offering amounted to about eighty dollars. 
Brother Baldwin closed with a splendid ap- 
peal for consecration of self, service, and 
substance. The growing missionary spirit 
is encouraging throughout the church. The 
young women’s Bible class is partially sup- 
porting a kindergarten in Japan. The Pri- 
mary Department in the Sunday-school is 
supporting a little child in a leper mission 
through its “love money and birthday nick- 
els” in the leper “Pig Pete” bank. The 
children are most enthusiastic in feeding 
“Pete,” and the older folks are becoming in- 
terested enough to send in their birthday 
money occasionally. If you have not tried 
a “White Gift” service, use one next Christ- 
mas. Plattsburg would not have the old- 
fashioned Christmas tree tinsel and Santa 
Claus affairs after experiencing the beauti- 
ful, elevating, and spiritually uplifting pro- 
grams with “Christ” as the center. The new 
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officers for the Christian Endeavor society 
were initiated into office with a most beauti- 
ful and helpful service by the pastor. Max 
Price, the retiring president, presided, turn- 
ing the work over to the new president, 
Claude Hathaway. The ladies of the church 
are preparing a banquet, January 28, for 
the new members. A good program is be- 
ing arranged and a good time is antici- 
pated. Rev. J. S. Halfaker, a former pastor, 
spoke last Sunday evening for the Lord’s 
Day Alliance. His many friends gave him 
a royal welcome. Brother Baldwin is be- 
ginning a class in mission study this week. 
We hope to enroll a large class. The Platts- 
burg work is very encouraging in many 
ways, and we feel we have cause for re- 
joicing, as we feel that we are building 
oe = and eternity.—B. GRACE PORTER, 
erk. 


The Light of the Earth 


(Continued from page eight) 
Restore to the Kingdom of our Eternal Fa- 
ther the glories of imagination, literature, 
art, and architecture. What science, what 
beauty, what goodness we had, we conse- 
crated to him. From you, to whom so much 
more of these bounties has been given, he 
requires proportionately. If revolt and dis- 
aster fall upon us, they did not come till 
Dante had sung, St. Theresa had prayed, the 
cathedrals had been built, the universities 
established, and the Friars had evangelized 
the nations. We bequeathed to you the mak- 
ings of a better era; the essentials of consti- 
tutional rule, as found in the writings of 
devout monastics, and in the Scriptures they 
safeguarded when classic knowledge was 
submerged. Our intolerance was palpable, 
yet it had its divine uses. Our monopolies 
were often severe, but they successfully re- 
sisted a brutal political absolutism which 
would have lowered Europe to the moral 
level of Asia.” 

It would seem from this fragmentary re- 
trospect that institutional Christianity re- 
sembles its Lord, in that it dies to live in 
better ways. Are we willing, as sectarians, 
to mount upward on the Cross; to see our 
petty systems have their day and cease to 
be, as but broken lights of him who is far 
more than they? If, for his sake, we are 
like-minded with St. Paul, who was prepared 
to reckon himself accursed from Christ for 
the salvation of Israel, surely we may shine 
before men with that apostle. In this spirit 
we can satisfy the challenge of the modern 
world, which frankly accuses Christians of 
being the worst foes of Christianity. We do 
not have to lie under the indictment, nor 
acquiesce in its details. Yet we should real- 
ize that the Church will never be overthrown 
by materialism, or sensuality, or malicious 
wickedness. The gates of Hades cannot pre- 
vail against her. But any willful, head- 
strong sect of the Church universal could so 
provoke the moral indignation of enlight- 
ened conscience that, instead of shining radi- 
ant and pure, it would make a smother and 
become a stench. 

The salt can lose its savor, and be hence- 
forth trodden under foot of men. The city 
set upon a hill can be laid waste. We pro- 
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pose in this council to push such contingen- 
cies beyond the bounds of possibility. We 
assume in every member present his unre- 
served dedication to the will of God, as he is 
pleased to reveal it to our expectant hearts. 
We have to reckon with a divine love which 
burns ere it transforms. The courageous 
servant of his Lord will not shrink from this 
process, nor blink disagreeable realtities at 
the biddance of his emotions. He will ask, 
as one who holds that Christian truth is 
summed up in Christ’s person, Christian 
character in his example, Christian morality 
in his teaching, what shall be the attitude 
of the Church toward economics, secularism, 
and war. These are the chief problems be- 
fore us. Their difficulties challenge our as- 
surance that Christianity, thus understood, 
is their sole solvent. 

Concerning economics, the debate would 
be clarified if amity and moderation were 
injected into it. Capitalists are not all 
“bloated spiders of hell,” nor all workers 
conspirators against public welfare. Own- 
ership is not an unforgivable sin, nor profit- 
able commerce a blight upon humanity. The 
growth of the social conscience, the increased 
self-respect of every sort of worker, the de- 
termination in certain circles that the Gold- 
en Rule shall take the place of some dubious 
and other infamous maxims that hitherto 
have governed economics, are excedingly 
healthy symptoms. The Church believes in 
the steady elevation of the economic order. 
She also believes that by its very nature it 
is and must remain subordinate to spiritual 
realities. The laborer himself in heart and 
mind, skilled or unskilled, is the living proto- 
plasm out of which the better social organ- 
ism must be built. She recognizes the value 
of the industrialists and capitalists who are 
faithful to the general weal. She demands 
that the voice of humanity shall prevail in 
this complex and inflamed agitation. 

If among non-Christians you can find 
superstition more inimical to progress than 
those which would make us puppets of a 
soulless state, I wish you would name them. 
Those who resent these insolent assump- 
tions may be sure that the New Testament 
sustains their resentment. Nor need they de- 
spair. I know you have pondered the 
strength and loveliness of the gospel’s pro- 
gram of life; how exquisitely it humanizes 
with the ideal of Israel’s seers; how divine- 
ly it answers the universal needs of men. 
Surely, you say, it should long since have 
been everywhere adopted, and nothing less 
than the mystery of iniquity has prevented 
its spread. Reflect that though apparently 
forgotten by multitudes, the gospel is as 
eternal as the God who revealed it. 

The same consolation applies to war. We 
are told that pious moralizings about it get 
us nowhere. Numerous cliques deplore the 
fact that religion is more interested in de- 
feating the real devil of armed conflict than 
in minding what they call its own business. 
What, may one ask, is religion’s business if 
war upon man cannot be so defined? Who 
has the obligation to resist armed violence 
if we do not? Who, again, can ponder the 
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political courses run by the pre-war world 
without a sense of inexpressible shame and 
repugnance? Behind its properties were 
masked treacherous and greedy diplomacies 
which almost made actual hostilities in the 
field a relief from unendurable suspense. In 
reading apologies of those who were chiefly 
responsible for the holocaust of the last dec- 
ade, one’s main reaction is a feeling of their 
utter ignominy, and of the gullibility of those 
who were handed over to death and to worse 
than death. 

Nor will there be any improvement of the 
conditions which cause war until the Church 
has rediscovered her unity in a crusade 
against it. The issue is joined and we have 
to meet it. The superorganization of socie- 
ty, the density of its population in given 
nations, the possibility that lethal chemis- 
try and yet destroy civilized man en masse, 
are certainly formidable incentives to antag- 
onize war. But they are negative incentives, 
belonging to the prudential realm. We take 
our precepts from the very breastplate of 
the Prince of Peace. We believe that he 
must prevail until no longer shall nation 
lift up the sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more. The appeal 
of God to his banished children is our ap- 
peal to the nations, “Come and let us reason 
together.” 

Here, as I see it, is our supreme oppor- 
tunity to win the respect and confidence of 








— 
Not what you get, 

But what you give; 
Not what you say, 

But how you live; 
Giving the world 

The love it needs, 
Living a life of noble deeds. 


Not whence you come, 
But whither bound; 
Not what you have, 
But whether found 
Strong for the right, 
The good, the true— 
These are the things 
Worth while to you. 
—Selected. ] 
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alienated millions. Nay, more! Here is the 
acid test of the churches as a federal social 
force. Can they so present in themselves 
and impress upon the political state, the in- 
controvertible advantages of reason over 
physical supremacy and of righteousness 
over armed might as to subdue the preju- 
dices and hates of mankind and the militar- 
istic dogmas derived from them? 

God arranges the chronometry of our spir- 
its so that their striking hours, however de- 
layed by thousands of silent moments, shall 
summon us to let his light shine. The hour 
has struck for the condemnation .of war. 
What is our response? Are we to trim; to 
look upon nailing our colors to the mast as 
a bit of delusive heroics? Or are we to be- 
lieve that any action we take cannot but be 
right if in the presence of a lower principle 
it follows a higher? If we follow this policy 
I have no qualms about the outcome. But 
to do otherwise than is suggested denies the 
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immediate and living God in our midst. Once- 
the die is cast we can give to the winds our 
fears, hope, and be undismayed. Across the- 
tumults of the time we hear his word, which 
is the response to our.adventure in his 
cause: “Arise, shine, for thy light is come 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
thee.” 


Room for All Christians 


HE middle-of-the-road attitude on the 

part of many Christians does not suit the 
extremist. He is bound to classify every- 
body by the rule of two. People are either 
on one side or the other of the line which 
is drawn for them by self-constituted judges 
who permit no margins and suffer no man to 
be his own interpreter. But happily the ex- 
tremists are comparatively few. The great 
mass of people are prudent, wisely using 
their discretion and exercising their best 
judgment in reaching a decision and tak- 
ing a stand. In other words, there must be 
room on the road for two cars going in the 
same direction to pass each other. And there 
must be margin enough in the thinking and 
convictions of men to make room for dif- 
ferences of opinion and varieties of experi- 
ence and dissimilarity of interpretation. 
The Chinese Christian who coined the happy 
phrase, “Agreed to differ but resolved to 
love,” drew a picture of the middle-of-the- 
road Christians which can hardly be im- 
proved.—The Baptist. 


Helping the Collection 


HE collection was unusually large the 
Sunday after the minister wrote the fol- 
lowing soliloquy in the parish magazine: 

“IT am a five-cent piece: 

“I am too small to buy a loaf of bread; 
I am too small to buy one-half pound of 
chocolates; I’m too small to buy a ticket for 
a good movie show. 

“TI am also too small to buy a box of unde- 
tectable rouge; I am even too small to buy 
one package of good cigarettes. 

“Nevertheless, some people seem to think 
I am ‘some money’ when I come to church.” 
—Selected. 

o 

There are trees in which the sign of death 
is first seen at the top. In these days of 
greed and corruption, of sin and sensuality, 
of law-hating and law-breaking, there is a 
sign of death at the top. In the decline of 
great convictions, in the weakening moral 
fiber, in the laxity of public conscience in 
high places—we note a blight on the tree of 
the nation. We are rich and increased in 
goods, but we have forgotten God. We are 
poor and little and mean—and the tragedy 
is that we do not know it. But suddenly we 
will become aware of the age-old truth that 
the nation that forgets God will be turned 
into hell.—Bishop Brown. 

oO 

We are farthest away from God when we 
cannot perceive him in our fellow-beings.— 
Lucy Larcom. 








